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HARTFORD,  Nov  lOth,  JS35. 

Rev.  Dk.  IIAWES, 

Dear  Sir, 

The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Hartfordj  to  superintend  the 
Centennial  Celebration  of  the  9th  inst.,  respectfully  re- 
quest a  copy  of  the  very  appropriate  and  acceptable  ad- 
'dress,  delivered  by  you  upon  the  occasion,  in  order  that 
the  same  may  be  pulilished,  for  the  eye  of  the  public. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

tSir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

CYPRIAN  NICHOLS, 
JOSEPH  TRUMBULL, 
JARED  GRISWOLD, 
RODERICK  TERRY, 

D.  F.  ROBINSON, 
ALBERT  DAY, 

E.  W.  BULL. 
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llow  changed  is  tlie  scene  aroiiiul  us^ 
from  what  our  fathers  l)eliel(lj  w  lieu^  t  wo 
hundred  years  ago^  they  came  and  lixed 
here  the  phxce  of  their  liahitation  und  he- 
gan  the  settlement  of  our  stated  The 
river  that  skirts  our  city  rolls  on  in  its  ac- 
customed channel;  the  hills  and  the  valleys 
remaiUj  ajul  the  geiieral  asj)ect  of  nature. 
But  all  else,  how  changed  !  The  dark, 
unbroken  forests  lia\e  disa|)])eared ;  the 
wild  beasts  that  roamed  tliose  forests  are 
gone;  and  the  nume]-ous  tribes  of  Ijidians 
that  inhal)ited  these  hills  and  valleys^  and 
kindled  here  their  council  lires  and  sliouted 
the  war  song,  ha\  e  ])ass(Ml  aNvay  and  are 
gone  like  tlie  leaves  of  tlieir  native  woods. 
1* 
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VVherej  t  wo  ceiiUiries  Mii;o;  liaiiglil  \\  as 
to  be  seen  bat  a     waste,  liow  ling'  w  ildei-- 
ness/'  we  now  behold   nourishing  towns 
and  villages,  the  busy  mart,  and  (tie  crowd- 
ed city,  with  all  the  accoiii])aninients  of  a 
free,  enlightened  and  Christiari  ])oj)rdation. 
Instead  of  a  Avide,  barren  desert,  \ve  be- 
hold culti\  ated  llelds  and  smiling  gai  dens  ; 
instead  of  savage  tribes,  a\ c  l)chold  com  - 
mnnities  of  civilized  mcji;  instead  of  the 
murky  Indian  Init,  an  e  l)ehohl  comfortable 
houses  and  splendid  public  edilices  ;  instead 
of  the  Iiulian  canoe,  silently  darting  along 
our  river,  in  pursuit  of  the  Ijeaver  and  the 
otter,  we  behold  the  steamboat  and  tiie 
ship,  proudly  iloating  on  its  bosom,  laden 
Avith  tlie  products  of  e\ery  clime;  instead 
of  the  warwhoop  and  the  cry  of  savage  cru- 
elty, Ave  bear,  on  every  side,  the  A'oice  of 
peace  and  of  comfort,  and  listen  to  tbe 
song  of  thanksgiving  and  praise,  ascending 
from  thousands  of  grateful  hearts  to  (ho 
throne  of  the  li\  ing  (iod.    Wc^  arc  not  inot, 
as  Avere  our  fathers  in  1(135,  in  I'ear  and 
AA'-ant  and  gloomy  bodings,  to  oiler  our  ^vor- 
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^:illip  under  the  spreading  trees  of  tlie  vvood^ 
Leneath  a  Avintry  sky.  The  armed  nien^  ap- 
pointed to  g'viard  the  place  oftlieir  meeting* 
against  the  attack  ol"  savages,  are  notliere. 
We  are  met  in  the  enjoyment  of  peace  and 
pkmty  and  bright  xisions  of  the  future;  in 
tlie  temple  of  Jeliovah  ;  snrj-oujided  Avitli  all 
that  makes  society  sweet  and  life  happy. 
We  are  not  few  and  feehleand  defenceless, 
as  tliey  were,  dwelling  alone  in  a  A  ast  wil- 
derness, and  separated  1)y  the  distance  of 
an  hundred  miles  of  trackless  forests,  from 
every  abode  of  civilized  man.  The  three 
little  towns  that  Avere  planted  on  our  river 
in  1G35,  have  ])een  multiplied  to  one  Inm- 
dred  and  thirty-three.  The  little  compairy 
of  weary  exiles,  that  came  here,  and  Avith 
infmite  toil  and  suifering,  felled  the  forests 
and  cleared  the  lields,  and  laid  the  foimda- 
tions  of  our  state,  have  been  augmented  to 
three  hundred  tliousand,  forming  a  constitu- 
ent and  happy  part  of  a  great  Jiation, — a 
nation  of  more  than  twelve  millions  of 
peoj)le,  blessed  w  itli  intelligence,  with  lib- 
ertv,  with  religion  and  general  happhiess 
l.cvo'.u!  any  other  iiafKMi  on  earth. 


8  (:eniu:nnial 

Wlien  we  couteMnpljite  this  scene  and 
survey  the  mighty  changes  tliat  have  taken 
pkice  witliin  the  ])eriod  referred  to,  we  are 
instinctively  proin])ted  to  ijiquire  for  the 
cause.  We  wish  to  trace  back  to  their 
source,  those  events  ^vliich  we  feel  liave 
had  so  important  an  iiilluence  in  mould- 
ing our  destiny  and  deciding  the  condition 
in  which  we  are  to  pass  the  brief  period 
alloted  us  on  earth.  We  feel  an  interest 
to  know  who  were  the  agents  in  eflecting 
this  miglity  transformation  ;  what  motives 
brought  them  to  this  field  of  their  toils ; 
what  principles  guided  them  in  laying  the 
foundation  of  tliose  civil  and  i^^ligious  insti- 
tutions wiiich  distinguisli  our  lot ;  Avhat 
fortunes  attended  them  during  tlieir  sojourn 
on  earth  ;  how  they  liv  ed,  how  they  died 
and  where  is  the  ])hice  of  their  graves. 
Our  hiterest  is  greatly  increased  in  the  in- 
quiry ^  when  we  learn  that  the  men,  from 
whom  we  have  received  our  goodly  heri- 
tage, were  our  lathers,  our  own  venerated 
ancestors;  that  their  blood  runs  in  om*  veins; 
that  we  hear  and  repeat  their  names,  eve- 
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ry  dayj  in  the  greetings  of  social  inter- 
course; that  tliey  still  live  in  the  midst  of 
us,  in  their  descendants,  oiu*  own  relatives 
and  neighbors  and  friends.  W'lio  is  there 
lhat  claims,  even  a  distant  connection  with 
the  fathers  of  our  city  and  state;  or  anIio, 
that  only  shares  in  the  cMjnnnon  l)lessings 
which  have  resulted  Irom  tlieir  virtues  and 
their  toils,  hut  must  feel  an  interest  to  knoAV 
something  of  their  character  and  history, 
and  by  what  means  they  laid  so  deep  and 
strong  the  founcUitions  of  our  strengtli  and 
glory  'I 

It  is  right,  then,  fellow^  citizens,  that  by 
public  meeting  and  proper  observances,  we 
should  celebrate  the  memorable  era  of  the 
settlement  of  our  city.  It  is  a  service 
which  we  oAve  to  the  memory  of  men  to 
whom  vmder  Clod,  we  cannot  but  ieel, 
that  we  are  indebted  for  the  best  and 
most  valued  blessijigs  oi'  our  condition. 
It  is  a  serA  ice  w  liich  ^ye  owe  to  ourselves^ 
as  it  is  adapted  to  chtvn>dt  in  us  tliat  rev- 
erence and  alTection  Avhich  are  due  to  ben- 
efactors ;    to  excite  in  ns  tlie  lo\  e  and 
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the  iinitatioji  of  their  \  irliies  aiul  to  load  lis 
to  a  grateful  recogniiiou  of  that  wise  and 
beneficent  providence,  v\lnch  so  kiiully 
Avatclied  o\  er  their  di'sliiiy  anil  ours.  It  is 
a  service  Avhich  we  owe  to  our  children  nnd 
to  tliose  who  shall  come  after  us,  as  it  is 
fitted  to  shoAV  tlieni  the  estimation  in  wlrich 
we  hold,  the  l)lessiiigs  transmitted  to  ns  by 
our  fathers;  and  the  concern  Ave  feel  that 
these  blessings  should  continue  to  l)e  prii>:ed 
and  preser\'ed  l)y  tliem,  and  lianded  do^^ m, 
in  all  their  integrity  and  excellencej  to  tlie 
latest  posterity. 

It  is  fit  then,  I  repeat  it,  tliat  ive  conse- 
crate this  (hiy  to  the  memory  of  our  fa- 
thers. And  hi^re,  in  the  enjoymen  t  of  insti- 
tutions, planned  by  their  Avisdom  ;  in  tlie 
possession  of  (ields,  subdued  by  their  care, 
and  of  a  territory  defended  by  their  valor 
and  their  blood  ;  happy  in  a  rich  and  most 
abundant  heritage  of  l)lessings,— all  to  a 
greater  extent  tlian  probably  any  of  us  are 
aware,  the  fruit  of  their  counsels,  and  la- 
bors, and  prayers;  we  arc  met  to  pei^form 
tlie  meet  service  of  recollecting  the  virtues, 
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and  rccoimlini>'  ihc  loils^  (lie  suflerings  and 
acliievoDioiits,  ol*  (he  \  ciieraled  iiieii,  wlio, 
oil  tlie  Otli  ol'  Nov.  I(;:!5/'^  took  possession 
of  these  grounds  and  consecrated  them  for- 
ever to  virtue,  to  knowledge,  to  liberty  and 
religion.  We  are  assend)led  near  the  spot, 
wliore  they  first  pitched  tlieir  terds,  and 
hrst  raised  their  voice  in  ])rayer  and  praise. 
We  can  trace  ont  the  phices  where  many 
of  them  lived.  With  a  slight  ellbrt  of  im- 
agination, we  can  see  them,  alter  a  weari- 
some journey  of  fourteen  days  in  tlie  \vil- 
derness,  arrived  on  tlie  hard^s  of  the  river 
and  laboriously  transporting  tliemseives 
witli  their  little  ones  to  the  opposite  sliore. 
We  beliold  them,  Avith  slow  and  anxions 
step,  winding  their  way  among  the  trees  in 
search  of  a  suitable  j)lace  for  their  habi- 
tations. W^e  see  them  measuring  olT  their 
lots,  and  erecting  their  rude  cal)ins,  along 
tliel)anks  of  the  little  rivi'r,  v\  liich  was  the 
part  of  the  low  ii  fust  scuttled.  We  follow 
th(Mn  through  all  their  toils,  their  dangers, 
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their  triumphs,  till  we  see  them  gatliered  to 
the  resting  place  of  tlie  dead.  Their  sep- 
idclires  are  with  ns.  'The  mortal  rem:uns 
of  the  foimders  olOiir  city  ai'e  beneath  and 
aroinul  us.  Wc  tread  auioni;*  their  gra\es  ; 
we  read  their  epitaphs  on  the  moss-grown 
stones  that  mark  the  ])hice  of  their  l)urial. 
But  tlieir  works  ha  \  e  ureciei!  i\ )r  tliem  tlie  no- 
blest and  most  enduring  moimment.  These 
shall  neA'cr  l)e  forgotten.  They  are  engra- 
ven on  the  deep  foundations  of  our  social 
fabric.  They  are  inwrought  into  the  very 
texture  and  beijig  of  our  institutions;  and 
shall  be  held  in  gratei\il  remend)rance^  so 
long  as  intelligence  and  \  irtue,  as  freedom 
ami  religion  ai'e  esteemed  of  any  Avorth  in 
our  w  orld. 

It  will  be  exjjectedj  on  the  present  occa- 
sio]i,  that  I  sliould  present  a  lirief  sketch  of 
the  settlement  of  this  to\vn.  of  the  charac- 
ter of  tln^  men  avIio  con<lucted  (In^  enter- 
prise;  of  tluMr  principles  and  doings,  w  ith 
their  results  ;  and  of  tlie  leading  evevds  con- 
nected A\  ith  our  early  history. 

More  tlian  a  Inuuhed  yeni*s  hnd  passed 
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awciy^  after  the  Cabols,  uucler  a  coiniiiis- 
sioii  from  Henry  Vll.  had  discoA  ered  the 
northern  continent  of  Norlh  Anierica,  be- 
fore any  permanent  settlement  av  as  made  m 
the  country.    Adventurers  had  at  dillerent 
times  A  isited  the  coast  i'rom  mo(i\'es  of  curi- 
osity or  of  trade ;  arid  here  ami  there,  an  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  found  cokmies  ;  hut 
they  Avere  soon  ahandoned  or  were  destroy- 
ed by  the  natiA  es.    Tliat  wise  providence 
which  directs  the  alfairs  of  nations  and  of 
men,  had  destined  this  land  to  l)e  (he  asy- 
lum of  oppressed  piety  and  li1)erty  oi'  con- 
science, and  therefore  denied  its  coloniza- 
tion to  those  Avlio  attempted  it  Jrom  motives 
of  Avorldly  gain.    England  Avas  not  adow- 
ed  to  occupy  the  country  sliehad  discoA  er- 
ed,  till  the  moral  and  religious  ad\ance- 
ment  which  her  people  were  to  undergo,  had 
qualified  her  to  become  the  parejit  of  North 
America.    IMiat  time  had  uoaa'  rome.  lii 
(he  midst  of  persecu( ion  and  in  an  ii'un  age, 
a  society  of  men  had  risen  up  m  Great  i>ri- 
tain,  wlio,  in  the  spirit  of  intedigence  and 
piety  and  lofty  enterprise   \n  ere  prepared 


14  CRlVrKNM  A  l. 

lo  hocoiiie  (lie  lodiiders  of  a  i;'roat  iiadOii, 
'riiey  w  ere  called  ruritaiis;  a  iiaDie  o!' re- 
proach in  llieir  \  ;  i)Ui  a  iiauie  whieli 
e\ery  New  1  aiglaiider  should  he  jmxid  to 
read  in  (he  llin^  of  Ids  anceslors.  They 
liad  l)ee!i  Iraiiu'd  in  (he  school  ol'  ad- 
versity. They  had  studied  (he  rights  of 
Cliristiaiis  and  'jtmejij  in  exihj  and  in  pris- 
on, and  w  ere  ready  tosnirerand  die  in  de- 
fence of  (hem.  Deprived  in  their  native 
hmdj  of  v\  liat  is  most  valued  hy  freemen, 
and  most  re\  ered  b)'^  protestaidSj  the  right 
of  \\'orshij)|)ing  iUxl  according  to  the  rules 
of  his  w  oi'daiid  (he  dictates  of  conscience, 
they  turjied  (heir  eyes  towards  this  land 
and  sought  liere  a  rehige  from  the  oppres- 
sions of  aoi  udit)Us  ci\  iland  ecclesiastical 
des[)otism.  IMie  sun/'  they  said,  slu'nes 
asph-asantly  on  America,  as  on  J^ngland, 
and  the  snn  of  rigldeonsness,  mucli  more 
clearly.  ^\^'  ai'e  (lealed  liere  in  a  manner 
w  hich  I'vM  iv'if  :dl  cfu'm  upon  our  alTection. 
Let  u.s  i  t'mr»\c\  w  hiihv:)-  the  pr(/\  idence  ol 
(iod  calls  and  make  that  our  coiudry 
w  hich  IS  dctu  er  than  property  or  life,  the 


t 


liberly  i^f  Avorsliipju'iii*;  (iod  in  tlic  Vvay, 
wliicli  a))[)ears  to  us  inosl  ('-)ii(hM*i\ r  to 
our  c'lerj)al  ^vc\\  Li^ini];.'^  Xot  tlinl  (»ur  j'a- 
tliers  \\  ere  lioslile  to  the  estal)lis!u  il  cluireli 
ol*  -Laiglaiul,  eillier  in  li(^r  WiJishi])  or  doo 
triiieSj  as  laiigiit  in  lii^r '^lliiiay-iViiie  Arti- 
cles. They  clung  to  l\er  \y\ih  filial  allacli- 
ment,  amid  siilVerings  aiul  wreugs,  at  tlie 
recital  of  >Yliich,  the  heaj'l  sickens,  'i'liey 
parted  from  her  w  ilh  juncli  sruhii  ss  of 
heart  and  many  tears/''  and,  on  leading 
llic  country,  j)le(lged  tlieir  alfectioiiate  re- 
mendjrance  of  her,  in  their  prayers  to  (  Jod, 
'Mbr  lier  welfare  and  (he  eidai'gemeid  of 
her  hounds  in  the  kingdom  of  (Jhrist/'  l  Jut 
the  intolerant  James  had  said  in  his  siar 
chamber,  let  not  Puritans  ])0  (olci att  d.'' 
The  High  Conmiission  ('oint  Irajnpled 
on  their  rights  aiu!  ila  ir  (N)nsciences.'' 
TheyAvere  com|)elled  \'J  < :]),  tM'\  v  lia'jtir,  imd 
ceremoiii(\s  ^^hi(  h  they  lain^  j  ;  i\  ])i  ii('\  L'(] 
to  ht^  mjsc]'ij>(uial  and  lh(^  r<'lics  of  jMJprrv. 
They  were  forl)idd(Mi  to  meet  together  to 

^  r  iiiitriuij^..ii, 
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worship  Godj  except  at  set  tiines  and  ac- 
cording topresc]  il)ed  fornis  ;  and  Ihey  A\'ere 
ordered,  by  royal  and  prelatical  authority^ 
to  encourage  the  jfroraiiaiton  of  the  Sab- 
bath, by  publishing  Sunday  sports  from 
their  pulpits/'  Tliese  things  tiiey  bore  till 
they  became  uisupportablej  and  their  only 
hope  of  relief  was  emigration  to  a  foreign 
land. 

The  piliirims  oi'  rivmouili  \cA  ilio  wav. 
After  havina*  soualit  and  uvdiuh  i(ir  a  sea- 
son, a  home  in  Holland,  they  resolved  upon 
coming  to  America.  lu)j)ing,  as  tliev  said, 

that  they  should  lay  some  founchition,  or 
make  Avay  for  propagating  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  to  tlie  remote  ends  of  the  earth  ; 
though  tliey  should  be  only  as  stepping 
stones  to  others;'  \\  itli  tliis  vie\\\  they 
end)arked  their  earthly  all  on  board  tlie 
MayfloAver,  a  small  vessel  of  one  Inmdred 
and  t^venty  tons,  and  in  landed,  one 

Innuh'ed  and  one  souls  of  tluMU.  on  lh(" 
shores  of  i?i  \  niouth.    iVs  this  A\  as  the  Jii'st 
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colony  ])huiteci  in  New  -  Smi^ImikI.  aiul  in- 
deedj  the  motive  and  jnodel  ol  all  lhal  inl" 
lowed,  it  deserv  es  sonieihinL';  more  lliau  a 
passing  notice. 

To  llie  eye  ol  pliilosopli v,  liielaudmi;  on 
llie  rockyj  sterile  soil  of  ]?iy  month,  of  a  tew 
outcast  and  despised  exih  s,  amis  an  e\  ejii 
of  little  importance.  Indeed,  poor,  IViend- 
lesSj  unprotected,  as  they  w  ere  ;  cast  ajnid 
therigors  ofa  nortliern  \\  in(er,  nj)on  acuJd, 
rocky,  barren,  iminlialnled  shore;  sickness 
and  deatli  beginning  innnediately  to  tliin 
tlieir  ranks,  and,  hefm'e  llie  (;jr.'ning  oi  iUc 
next  s[)ring,  laying  nearly  one  halCot  their 
number  in  the  grave  ;  on  every  princi|)le 
of  hiunan  calculation,  the  .^:j)eedy  extim*- 
tion  of  the  coloiry  would  ha\  e  been  pre- 
dicted Avitli entire  certainly.  Hut  openlhe 
page  of  history  and  p>oint  me  if  you  can  to 
an  e\^ent  of  more  inrpoi  tance  to  the  race  of 
man,  than  was  the  arrival  oi"  thi^  pilgrims 
at  Plymouth,  on  the  22d  of  l)eceiid)ci\ 
1()20.  It  was  one  (»f  thc^se  evcnis  w  hich 
form  an  ej)och  in  tfie  history  of  (he  vn oi  Id. 
It  laid  the  foundation  ofa  m"\s  slate  so 
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ciety  ;  ol'  new  laws  mt^v  p:o\  ennueius.  new 
(ornis  of  v\ orship^ — ol"  a  great,  prosjjerous 
and  growinjj;  repnhlic,  — it  sell*  flestiiied  to 
he  the  oriani  oiOilicr  rcj)ui)[iv-s  atid  (lie  re- 
former oi'  olIitM;  nations.  W  e  are  accus- 
tomed  to  look  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, as  the  charier  of  our  freedom. 
My  frieiuls,  we  nuist  look  farther  back  for 
that  charter.  The  spiril  of  it  \n  as  in  the 
bosoms  of  (lie  pilgrims  ;  and  l)efore  tliey 
left  the  little  l)ark.  thai  had  borne  them 
across  the  ocean,  ^''<^\y  embodied  it,  in  a 
written,  social  compact,  by  ^\  hicli  they  con- 
stituted themsel\'es  a  '  ci\  il  body  politic,' 
and  adopted  as  the  l)asis  of  their  mnon,  the 
great  principle,  that  tin:  niajorUy  slioidd  go- 
vern, lleie  is  bj'ougiit  oid  the  grand  idea 
of  a  free,  elect i\  e  go\  ermnejd.  The  ajj- 
plication  of  this  principle  Avas,  at  that  day, 
but  imperfectly  understood.  But  the  prin- 
cij)le  itself  was  fully  recognized  ;  and  it 
was  eariH:^stlv  cherished  and  manfnilv  de- 
fended by  the  i oloidsts,  in  jnan\  a  long 
and  r^evere  coiitest  with  the  mollier  coun- 
try, till  it  led  to  tin?  war  of  the  revolution 


Mild  was  incorporated  ill  the  great  instru- 
ment of  our  national  union.  May  it  live 
thcr<"  i'orever. 

Let  us  then  he  just  to  the  ineniory  ol' the 
])ilgriins.  They  set  tlie  exampk^  ol* colonic 
zing  New-England,  and  forined  the  mould 
for  the  civil  and  religious  cliaracter  of  its  in- 
stitutions.^ Indeed,  but  tor  the  success  of 
tliis  colony,  begun  and  sustained  in  the 
S])irit  of  religion  and  of  freedom^  it  may  be 
doubted,  as  llutchinsoni  suggests,  a\  hether 
for  a  century  after,  Britain  would  have  had 
any  colonies  in  America,  llepeated  at- 
tenij)ls  had  heen  made  to  establish  colo- 
nies, I)ut  with  uniform  disaster  and  failure. 
The  infant  colony  in  Virginia  Avas  in  an  ex- 
piring condition,  but  was  re\ ived,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  success  of  the  settlement  at 
Plymouth.  The  pilgrims  were  destined^ 
in  the  purpose  of  God,  to  be  pioneers  in  the 
great  A\  ork  of  planting  in  tin's  country  the 
semiiial  princi|)les  of  republican  freedom 
and   national  independence.    That  ^\ork 

^  Bancroti's  History  of  ihcUnilcd  States,  i  1.  Vol.  ]  i. 
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(lloy  nol)ly  iicconijiiisluHl  ;  and  well  \\  as  ii 
said  by  one  ol'  tlu^ir  nuinl)er^  tlie  excellent 
liradCortl^ — Outor  snnili  hei^innings  great 
tilings  lia\  e  been  jjroihieed ;  ajid  as  one 
small  candJe  may  light  a  thousand^  so  the 
light  here  kijidled  liath  shone  (o  many,  yea, 
in  some  sort,  to  ovx^r  whole  nations. That 
light  brought  ox  erKndicott  and  Ijis  compa- 
ny to  settle  at  Salem  in  1028;  ajul  Winthrop 
and  his  company  to  settle  Charlestown  and 
Boston,  in  1630.  l>oth  these  colojuestook 
coimsel  of  their  neigldjors  at  Plymoutli  in 
the  establisliment  ot  their  civil  and  ecclesi- 
astical polity,  ajid  professed  (o  be  greatly 
inlluenced  by  their  example.  The  lathers 
of  Connecticut  came  from  IMassachusetts, 
andderi\  ed  i'rojn  them  the  esseidial  pi'inci- 
ples  ol*  our  tree  and  haj)j)y  institutions. 
Thus,  as  the  children  of  Israel  traced  to  the 
rock  in  Iloreb,  the  stream  that  ibllowed 
and  refreshed  them  in  the  an  ilderiiess,  so 
do  we  trace  to  the  rock  of  the  ])ilgrims,  as 
to  a  deep  spring  head,  tlie  ci\il  ami  i(di- 
gious  blessings  w  hicli  distinguish  our  slate 
and  coimtry. 


The  iirst  settlers  of  tliis  town  were  a 
choice  company  of  emigrants^  gathered 
fr(^iu  anioiig  the  most  xahied  citizens  and 
oldest  clmrches  of  iMassachusetts.  Several 
of  them  Avere  persons  of  education  and 
weallJi,  and  had  li\  ed  in  allhience  and  ease 
in  tlu^ir  native  land.  They  were  originally 
from  Braintree,  aiul  its  vicinity  ;  a  village 
in  the  county  of  Essex  in  England.  They 
arrived  in  this  country  in  1()32  ;  and  hrst 
settled  at  Mount  Wollaston,  now  Q^iuncy, 
near  Boston.^  But  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  by  order  of  court/'  tliey  removed 
to  NcAVtown,  mnv  Camhi-idge.  Tliere,  in 
1633,  tlie  church  Avas  gatliered, — the  eighth 
in  the  country, — Avluch  statedly  Avorships 
in  this  house  ;  ami  tlie  Rca^  Messrs.  Hook- 
er and  Stcme.  became  their  pastor  and  teach- 
er. Sooii  the  question,  resp(u*ting  a  remo- 
val to  some  more  comnnxhous  place  l)egan 
to  be  agitated.  The  coloiusts  com|)lained 
that  they  were  straitened  lor  room,  and 

*  H<.luu''-s  [Ti.sL,  of  Can»bn(]-ein  iMass.  Hist.  Coll.  vol.  7—10- 
1  AViutbrop,  89. 
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coiiJd  not  receh  o  those  of  llicir  IViniKls  who 
jui<>ht  wisli  to  join  iheni  IVoni  l^hii^hiiid. 
This  has  iippearcd  to  so])ic  ;i  \cvy  iiiii)rob- 
ahle  reason  lor  reiiio\  al  ;  and  it  has  been 
thought^  llial  a  hetler  one  has  beeji  ioinid 
in  the  jealonsy,  whirh.  it  is  gravely  j)i-e- 
sumed,  Mr.  Hooker  rnnst  have  lelt^  in  rela- 
tion to  the  growing  injUience  ol*  Mr.  Cot- 
ton. ]Jnt  jealousy  was  not  a  passion  that 
could  dwell  in  tlie  ]iund)le  ami  lioly  breast 
ol*  Hooker^  or  l)e  generated  by  such  inllu- 
ence  as  the  meek  arid  j)ious  Cotton  a\  as 
formed  to  exert.  These  t\\  o  eminent  ser- 
vants of  Christ,  the  lathers  of  the  Xew- 
l^ngland  churches,  ^vere  warmly  attached 
friends;  nor  does  it  ap])ear  tliat  any  thing 
e\'er  occiu'red  to  interi  upt  the  all'eclion  and 
con^Kiej)ce^\  hicli,  it  is  kiioAMi  they  entertain- 
ed for  each  other  l)oth  before  and  after  tlieir 
arrival  in  tlie  country.'  j\orA\  illit  sixmu 
stiangeto  us  that  early  settlius  sht^uhl 
so  soon  feel  (he  jiu'on\ (Miienres  oi' a  siraii- 
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cued  territory,  v\  lien  it  is  consideriul,  that 
tliey  i>'enerally  had  their  rarins  in  conunun, 
tliat  they  depended  ntiieh  on  (he  jnter\  a( 
ajid  cleared  lands  in  their  neiglihiniiood  ; 
that  they  were  unac(|iiajnled  witli  the  hest 
modes  of  cnllivation  ;  ajid,  especially,  (hat 
they  Avere  ohliged  to  live  near  togetlier,  in 
compact  \  ilhiges,  as  a  defence  against  the 
Indians. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  purpose  of  the  jjeo- 
ple  at  New  toAvn,  toremoA  e  was  llxed  ;  lanl 
in  the  sunnner  of  1031,  six  men  i'rom  the 

towns  in  the  Bay"  ^vere  dis[)atched  to 
examine  the  lands  on  the  Conneclicut,  then 
called  the  fresh  river  ;  who/'  in  the  cpiaint 
language  of  liul)l)ard,  l  eturning  from  tliis 
Kschol,  with  a  large  citniinendation  ol*  (lie 
commocliousness  of  the  j)lace  ami  Irnitfnl- 
ness  oi'  the  soil,  they  took  U[j  a  resohuiori 
lorthwilh  to  ])egin  se\eral  |)lanla(ions 
there.'  ^ 


^  lliil.l>;.i.rs  lli^it.  orNcw  Eii-hui  I,  vul,  11.  iKHi. 
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Previous  to  this,  however,  in  theautuniii 
of  1633,  the  Plymoutli  company  liad  l)uilt 
a  trading  house  near  tlie  inoulh  of  the  Far- 
mington  river  in  W'iinlsor.    And  al)out  the 
same  time  (lie       Dutch   iniruders'  had  | 
erected  Avhat  they  called  the    hirse  of  good  i 
hope/'  on  an  elevation  (d' ground  just  over 
the  little  ri\er,  and  also  a  foil,  near  the 
junction  of  this,  with  the  great  river,  by 
which  tliey  intended  to  defend  tliemselves 
in  the  possession  of  the  country.    Neither  | 
of  these  estahlislmients   continued  more  ' 
tlian  a  few  years.     Tlie  lirst  was  soon 
purchased  hy  I  lie  settlers  of  Windsor,  and 
the  occupants  of  the  latter  were  ere  long 
driven  oil*. ' 

After  mucli  delay  in  obtaining  ])ermission 
of  the  General  (  'ourt  of  JMassacliusetts  to 
remove,  the  colonists,  collected  from  the 

*  Aricr  iho  Dutch  rcliiKiuislu  cI  tlirir  scti l.  i in  nl ,  all  llic  lands 
were  in  IhJ.j  cmih  :  M.U  tI  by  vii  [iie  dT  ;i  CDiniiii  s^iuu  li  uin  iln;L'»uu- 
mouwealih  of  iiliiL;lanil  lo  C(4»taiii  UiiJi  i  JuU  and  A  jioint 

of  land  which  tbrmed  pait  of  tiu  ir  |:>o.'b::,es.^iun.s,  'i6  still  called  the 
Diuch  point.    Ma^.^.  Hi^t.  Coll.  vol.  3.  p.  <>. 
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three  settlements  ol'  Dorchester,  Newlowii 
and  Watertow  n,  commenced  their  journey.^^ 
Never  before  had  the  forests  of  America 
witnessed  such  a  scene,~a  company  of  pil- 
grims, men,  Avomen  and  children,  penetra- 
ting into  the  heart  of  a  wilderness,  which, 
hitherto,  had  echoed  only  to  the  war- 
whoop  of  the  savage  and  the  cry  of  wild 
beasts.  They  had  to  make  their  way  over 
hills  and  valleys,  and  across  rivers  and 
swamps,  witli  nothing  to  guide  them  but  a 
compass,  and  nothing  to  cover  them  but 
the  clear,  cold  skies  of  Autumn.  Methinks 
I  see  them  now,  and  hear  the  rustling  of 
their  footsteps  among  the  fallen  leaves  of 
the  season,  as  they  journey  forward  through 
the  tangled  woods,  seeking  this,  as  a  home 
for  themselves  and  their  little  ones.  Scarce- 
ly have  they  reached  the  place  of  their  des- 
tination, ere  the  winter  is  upon  tliem  in 
great  severity.  Before  they  could  provide 
shelters  to  protect  them  Irom  tlie  cold  and 
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storiusoi'tlie  sciisoii,  the  i^iomid  w  asco\ l'i^hI 
with  snow  and  the  river  closed  wiih  Wc.^ 
Tlie  vessels,  in  whicli  tln^y  liad  end)arke(l 
their  ruriiidire  and  their  ])rovisi()iiSj  had  ei- 
ther T)een  Avrecked  oji  the  coast ,  or  w  ere  iro- 
zeninattlie  mouth  oft  lie  river.  Soon  lainhie 
begins  to  stare  tlieni  in  tlie  face  ;  and  to 
sav  e  tlieir  li\  eSj  the  greater  part  of  the  set- 
tlers are  o1)]it;*e(l,  in  l1uMk^j)t]i  oCwiiiter^  to 
make  their  Avay  tliroui;li  the  a\  ihkvi'nesSj  or 
around  the  coast  l)y  water,  to  Alassachu- 
setts.  The  sidlerings  of  the  lew  tliat  re- 
mained A\  ere  (^^.treiiie.  The  wirder  was 
one  of  great  se\  erity  ;  '  and  after  all  th(^y 
could  ol)tain  by  Inirding  ami  frojn  the  In- 
dianSj  they  ^\cvc  ol)liged  to  sid)sist  on 
acorns,  malt  and  grains.'^ 

With  the  opening  of  the  spring,  tlie  emi- 
grants began  to  return  to  their  habitations 
on  the  river.  On  the  iirst  of  June,  Thomas 
Hooker,  justly  styhul  by  the  author  of  Mag- 
nalia,     the  liglit  ol' the  western  churches,'' 


^  I'liia  wub  ill  .^.ixttcii  day.j  cilur  llicir  anival.    i  Tiiiinbull,  p.  Go. 
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look  his  (le])artui-e  Iroiu  Ioan  ii^  lca(liii<!; 
I  on,  llirougli  tlio  w  ilderiK'ss.  his  cMilire  Hock, 
I  consisting  of  about  one  huinlrod  sonls.  Al^ 
i  tor  a  fortnight's  travel  thronyh  tlie  untrod- 
den torests,  sul>sistingj  by  the  way^  on  the 
milk  of  tlic  kine  u  hicli  tliey  dro\  e  helbre 
thenij  they  readied  tln3  Conneeticutj  near 
the  nioutli  of  the  Chickapee  river.  Their 
arrival  here  A\  as  liaik'd  with  Joy  l)y  those 
who  were  on  {]\c  ground  before  tlieni;  and 
henceforw^ard  this  bi^eanie  the  s(\at  of  go- 
A'erninent  and  the  eapilal  oflheold  eolony 
of  Coniu'Ctieut.  TJie  Indians  were  in  iUc 
woods  and  the  wild  Least  in  liis  lair.  In 
this  very  vicinity  there  were  three  power- 
ful sacheindonis  ;  and  in  the  state,  there 
were  twenty  thousand  of  these  Avild  sons 
of  the  forest.  The  most  poAverful  of  these 
Avere  the  IV^quods,  irdiabiling  the  country 
around  New  London  and  Stonington. — 
These  viewed  the  inlant  setih^ments  on 
the  ii\'or  witli  a  jealous  i^ye,  and  (h'trrmin- 
ed  U])on  their  desiructiun.  They  waykiid 
the  while  nuiu  in  his  path  through  the 
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woods.  They  seized  upon  hhu  Avliile  at 
work  ill  the  fiekl.  They  cut  liiiii  down 
with  their  tomahawks  at  tlie  door  of  liis 
own  house.  The  question  Avas  to  he  set- 
tled whether  our  fathers  shouki  ahandon 
the  country  or  meet  and  conquer  this  terri- 
ble foe.  They  determined  on  the  latter. 
On  the  first  of  ]\layjust  eighteen  months 
after  the  settlement  was  began,  and  wlien 
there  were  only  eight  hundred  souls  in  the 
colony,  the  Court  met  and  resolved  upon 
an  otlensive  war  against  the  Pequods. 
On  the  tenth,  ninety  men  were  drafted  and 
ready  for  the  expedition.  Embarked  on 
board  three  little  floats  that  were  to  con- 
vey them  down  the  river,  they  received  the 
exhortation  and  the  blessing  of  their  vene-  ' 
rated  pastor,  Mr.  Hooker.  Your  cause,'' 
said  he,  is  the  cause  of  heaven  ;  the  ene-  j 
my  have  blasphemed  your  God  and  slain 
his  servants  ;  you  are  only  tlie  ministers  of 
his  justice.  IMarch  then  with  C-hrislian 
courage  in  tlie  strength  of  tlie  Lord  ;  march  . 
with  faith  in  his  divine  promises  ;  and  soon  | 
your  swords  shall  find  your  enemies,  soon  I 
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l]iev  shaii  liill  lilvc  Iraves  o(  tlio  li)r*^si  iin- 
iltM'  your  rect/'    So  it  j)i*o\i'(r 

Mr.  Sloue  went  as  cliaplaiii.    On  llie  (if- 
teeiitli  they  were  at  the  ihouUi  of  the  river, 
whenee  they  sent  ])ack  twenty  of  tlieir 
muiiher  to  i>:aar(l  tJieir  own  defenceless 
homes.    On  the  inornin<>'  oT  the  28th,  the 
little  army,  consisting  of  se\'enty-seTen  En- 
glislnneii  and  a  party  of  A^arragansett  and 
]>h)ln.*gan  liuliaiis,  was  helore  the  fort  of 
tlie  l\'(|Uods  at  Mistie.    The  day  was  near 
daw  iiini;-.    Ad(>g])ays  tlie  alarin.    It  is  too 
late.     The    lingiishmen's    mUvsketry  and 
broad-sw  ords  are  upon  them,  and  their  last 
hour  has  come.    ''I'he  hra\  e  Capt.  Mason, 
with  a  party  of  Ids  equally  hrave  men, 
rushes  in  at  the  east  end  of  the  fort  and 
carries  the  hatile  into  the  huts  ol  the  sava- 
ges, just  roused  from  sleep.    M'he  conlhct 
is  terrible,  and,  for  a  moment,  the  victory 
hangs  in  suspense  ;  till  jMason,  seizing  a 
fire-hrand,  cries,    Ave  must  l)urn  them,"  a)\d 
throws  it  among  the  of  tiieir  cahins. 

Instantly  they  are  in  llames.  TJie  assail- 
ants retire  and  surround  the  fort,  and  the 
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fire  iiiiislies  the  work.  In  one  short  hour, 
the  battle  is  over  ;  six  liiiiidred liuliiuis  are 
shiiii  and  tlie  power  of  the  most  formidable 
foe  of  the  Englisli  is  annihilated.  Our  men 
left  the  scene  of  action  just  as  the  sun 
had  risen ;  embarked  on  board  their  ves- 
sels, which,  just  at  that  crisis,  entered  tlie 
Pequod  harbor  to  receive  them,  and  in 
three  days  were  at  their  homes  with  only 
two  of  their  number  killed,  and  about  twen- 
ty wounded. 

Our  country  had  not  so  much  at  stake 
in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  as  was  risked 
l)y  our  fathers  hi  this  single  battle  Avith  the 
Pequods.  Had  this  little  army  been  de- 
feated, all  had  been  lost.  The  w  arwhoop 
would  immediately  have  been  heard  at  the 
doors  of  their  houses  and  tlieir  wives  ami 
children  had  fallen  beneath  the  tomahaw  k 
and  scalping  knife. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  Pequods,  the 
colonists  enjoyed  comparative  peace  l(>r 
nearly  forty  3  cars,  Avhen  there  was  a  gen- 
eral rising  of  the  Indians  throughout  Ne^v 
England,  with  a  view^  to  extirpate  the  En- 
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glisli  from  the  eoinitry.  Tins  Lroiiglit  on 
what  is  usuaJly  called  Philip's  Avar.  It 
was  a  dark  day  for  the  plantjitions.  Their 
very  existence  w  as  threatened^  and  the 
wliole  country  was  in  a  slate  of  alarm. 
But  wliile  Springfieldj  and  Iladley,  and 
Deerfield,  and  mnnerous  other  towns  in 
Massachusetts  were  sacked  and  burnt,  and 
their  inhabitants  carried  away  captive,  it 
is  remarkable  that  the  towns  and  villages 
of  Connecticut  were  preserved  from  the  in- 
cursions of  savage  warfiire.  Her  brave 
sons,  however,  were  on  every  held  of  con- 
flict— at  every  post  of  danger,  and  their 
blood  lloAved  freely  in  defence  of  the  sister 
colonies.^  The  result  of  this  war  was  the 
overthrow  of  Indian  power  in  New  Eng- 
land ;  though  I  lind  mention  made  in  the 
town  records,  as  late  as  1704,  of  four  hous- 
es fortified  in  this  town,  two  on  either  side 
of  the  little  river.  This,  however,  was  to 
guard  the  inhabitants  against  the  attack  of 
Indians  from  the  Ncu'th,  led  on  l)y  the 
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FreiK'h  wlio  wore  (hru  ;ii  w  ar  \vi(ii  the  Imi- 
glish,  ralhor  than  Irotu  aiiy  Tear  ol  the 
tribes  residing  in  (his  jkuI  oC  the  couiilry. 

We  laiiieiit  the  lalu  of  the  pour  Indians, 
and  feel  a  sachiess  of  hear(  AvhiMi  an  e  relied 
upon  their  disappearance  IVoni  this  land  of 
their  fathers.  1  find  no  l)lanical)le  cause 
of  this  ill  the  conduct  of  our  ancestors. 
They  came  here  not  to  oppress  tlie  natives, 
or  to  driv  e  them  from  liieir  lands.  I'hey 
came  to  seek  among-  them  peacealde  liomes 
for  themseh  es  and  their  children.  They 
did  not  adopt  the  European  doctrine  that 
the  discovery  of  the  comitry  gave  (he  right 
of  possession  ;  and  though  the  patents 
granted  by  the  crown  of  l^aigland  professed 
to  giAe  them  al)solute  ]-ight  of  territory^ 
they  never  assumed  to  act  on  that  right. 
On  the  contrary,  ihcy  uniformly  acknow  l- 
edged the  nati\  es  to  be  the  rightful  OAA  uers 
of  the  soil  ;  and  A\ith  ihe  exce[)tion  of 
parts  of  tlie  Pecjuod  coujiti'V,  w  hicli  Avas 
o])tained  l)y  concjuesl,  there  is  the  fullest 
OA^dence  that  the  lands  of  Connecticut,  as 
well  as  of  the-  other  c(>l(nn(\^,  A\'er(^  ol)(ain- 
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ed  by  fair  purchase  of  the  natives/^  I'his 
I  same  Suckiang",  where  our  lot  is  cast,  was 
twice  purchased  ;  once  of  Suiiclaiuassou, 
the  Saclieiii,  in  1G3G,  and  again  of  the  In- 
dians in  1G70  ;  tlie  evidence  of  the  hrst 
purchase  being-  thought  ii]rj)erl'ect.t 

In  settling  among  llie  natives  of  tlie  land, 
onr  fathers  liada  sincere  desire  to  do  tliem 
good,  especially  to  extend  to  them  the  bles- 
sings of  the  gospel.  This  w  as  one  great  ob- 
ject they  lioped  to  accomplish  in  coming  to 
these  ends  of  tlie  earth  and  they  labor- 
ed to  attain  it  Avith  conmiendable  zeal. 
Laws  were  frequently  enacted  to  defend 
the  Indians  against  fraud,  oppression  and 
violence.  For  many  years,  a  considerable 
part  of  tlie  business  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  united  colonies  of  New  England,  was 
to  consult  for  the  welfare  of  the  natives, 
and  adopt  measures  to  propagate  Christian- 


*  Du-ight'.s  'r ravels,  vol.  I.  I()7.  TnUiibiiU'rf  Ili^t,  passim, 
t  Ma:=,s,  lli.st.  Coll,  vol  III.  (i. 


ity  among-  tlieivi. '  'VUc  miiiistors  of  Coii- 
uecticiit  were  ofleii  drsircd  and  diriM  ted, 
by  the  General  Court,  to  ,i;"<)  ainoiiii,-  tlieni 
and  instruct  tlieni  in  the  knowiedi^e  of  Uod 
and  religion.  In  this  tow  Ji.  I^liol^  tln^  fam- 
ed Apostle  of  the  Indians,  preached  to  the 
Podunk  tribe^  Avho  had  been  specially  in- 
vited to  hear  his  instructions.  Hut  his  el- 
forts  were  in  A^ain.  And  so.  to  a  lannMited 
extent,  were  (he  elVoi  ts  nuuK^  by  others  in 
behalf  of  these  ill-fated  children  of  the  for- 
est. A  scattered  few  ap[)ear  to  ha\  e  be- 
come Christians,  and  were  mn'led  with  (he 
dillerent  churches  in  the  c(»lony.  ljut  m^t 
one  Indian  church  Avas  ever  ^adhered,  by 
tlie  English  ministers,  in  this  S(ate.t  The 
eflbrts  made  in  other  par(s  of  iVew  TMig- 
land  to  christiani/.e  lliem  w  ere  a((en(hHl 
Avith  greater  success  ;  and  se\  c^ral  lloiu'- 
ishing  churches  were  formed  under  the 
ministry  of  Eliot  and  Mayhesv,  and  (heir 
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successors  in  the  diA  iiic  a\ ork  of  j>rcaching 
the  gosjiel  to  the  iia lives. ' 

But  they  are  g*one.  They  seeivi  lo  have 
wasted  awaybelbrean  uuseen  but  iuvincihle 
destiny.  A  lew  years  l)e(bj'e  the  arri\al 
of  our  ancestors  iu  tlie  country,  nhieleeii 
twentieths  of  the  Indians  on  the  shores  of 
Massachusetts  had  heen  swept  away  by 
war  ami  ])estik^nce.t  The  work  of  ex- 
tijiction  cojnnienced  tlien;  aiid  it  has  been 
going'  oji  e\'er  since.  Only  a  few  renniants 
of  scattered  and  fast  w  asting  tribc\s  remain 
on  this  si(te  of  the  IMississippi.  Tlie  liaml 
of  power  is  pressing  tlicni  to  ])ass  its  wa- 
ters ;  and  w  hen  passed,  fl^^y  ►'^hail  never  re- 
turn. Tliey  may  fmd  a  tem])orary  resting 
place  in  tlie  territory  provided  for  them  on 
the  other  side  of  tln^  ^^'alher  of  Avaters.'' 
The  tide  of  white  popuhition  is  sw  ee])ing 
on  towards  tliem,  soon  it  willreacli  and 
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sLUToundtlieiri,aud  Lliey  will  be  borne  away 
to  seek  other  homes  ui  regions  still  more  re- 
mote.   And  judging-  from  the  past,  so  il 
Avill  coutimie  (o  be,  till  that  great  and,  in 
many  respects,  noble  and  generous  people, 
who  once  owned  and  inhabited  these  wide 
spread  territories,  shall  fmd  no  home,  but 
beneath  the  soil  that  embosoms  the  dust  i 
and  the  bones  of  their  ancestors.    We  may  ■ 
w^eep  over  their  late ;  w  e  cannot  rel'raiu 
Irom  doing  so ;  but  it  seems  ine\  itable. 
^Our  lathers  did  not  desire  the  evil  days, 
did  not  precipitate  them.'    Let  us  do  w  hat 
we  can  to  extend  to  the  renmants  of  the 
race  the  blesshigs  of  the  gospel,  and  strive 
to  cheer  their  gloomy  way  with  its  heav- 
enly light,  while  any  ol'  them  shall  remain 
sojourners  w^itli  us  in  this  Avorld  ol*  hope. 

Soon  after  the  chjse  of  the  Pequod  war, 
a  proposal  was  made,  for  a  union  of  the  four 
colonies  of  Massachusetts,  Plymouth,  Con- 
necticut and  New  Haven.  The  proposal 
originated  with  Massachusetts.  But  Con- 
necticut, offended  because  some  preemi-  j 
nence  was  therein  yielded  to    the  Bay  ' 
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state/'  refused  at  first,  to  eoiiie  into  the 
measure,  except  on  condition,  that  each 
coh)ny  should  have  a  negative  on  the  jnn)- 
ceedings  of  the  confederacy.  This  would 
have  been  to  defeat  every  A'aluai)h^  [)ur[)ose 
of  the  union.  But  the  Dutch,  who  still 
kept  their  trading  liouse  ami  fort  near  the 
little  river,  were  foiuul  trouhlesonie  neigh- 
bors; and  the  Dutch  at  Maidiadoes,  showed 
a  disposition  to  in\'ade  the  rights  of  the  colo- 
nies. Coiuiecticut  was  therefore  induced  to 
renew  the  negotiation  ;  and  iii  1  Hooker 
and  llaynes  s})ent  several  w  eeks  in  IJoston 
in  attempting  to  carry  the  |)roposed  union 
into  elfecl.  It  was  not  howe\er  accom- 
])lis]5ed  till  IG  lo.  The  New  iMigland  coh)- 
nies  were  then  unitcnl  into  a  confederacy 
and  lor  imitu:il  s:\fety  and  defence,  '^became 
as  one It  was  an  i^\Tnt  of  great  im- 
portance. It  lauglit  the  co!tmi«'s  that 
union  is  :;}ron;';th.  It  prcserscd  tliem  in 
peace  (hu-iug  {hrci\  i!  w  :i /s  in  l^iigland.  It 
ma<!e  their  poAver  lo  he  respected  by  the 
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Indian  tribeSj  and  also  by  the  Diitcli  and 
Freucli  on  tlieii*  borders.  It  served  at  the 
same  time  as  the  [)recedent  and  model  of 
the  confetk^racy  of  (lie  states  at  the  period 
of  the  revolution,  in  a  word,  it  ij;'avx  con- 
sistency and  A  i^OL*  lo  the  grand,  siMninal 
idea  of  indepcmcUmce  which  was  in  faci^ 
coeval  Avilh  (lie  very  existerice  of  thecoh)- 
liies;  which  did  grow  Avith  tlieir  growth 
and  strengtlien  A\'ith  liieir  slrength^  (ill  it 
was  j)rocIainied  and  asserted  in  the  face 
of  the  nation  and  of  the  world^  on  the  4th 
of  July^  177G.  ^IMie  Hritisli  CMialmers^  in 
his  Political  Annals  of  the  Colonies/'  pub- 
lislied  1780,  has  well  remai  kedj  that  the 
''most  inatteni\'e  obserxer  must  perceive 
the  exact  resendjlance  w  hich  the  confede- 
ration of  1613  bears  to  a  similar  junction 
of  the  colonieSj  more  extensive  and  pow^- 
erful  in  1775.  The  principles  upon  which 
each  was  established,  he  says,  Avere  al- 
together (liose  ol' independeiK'V,  inve/h  inga 
system  of  absolute  sovereignty  and  leading 
directly  to  Avlnit  it  aa  as  not  policy  for  the 
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principal  agents  at  that  period  to  a\  oAN  .''^^ 
The  confederacy  contirmed  nearly  liali*  a 
century,  and  ceased  Avitli  the  general  abro- 
gation of  tlje  charters  of  the  New  England 
colonies  by  James  the  Second. 

In  tracing  the  early  history  of  the  colo- 
nies of  Ne^y  England,  it  is  interesting  to 
notice,  how  each  began  its  existence  as  a 
regularly  organized  comnnuiity,  an  ith  an  es- 
tablished go\  ernment  and  laws  adapted  to 
its  condition.  The  iirst  day  that  rose  on 
the  pilgrims  of  Plymouth,  after  their  land- 
ing,beheld  them  a  civ  il  body  politic, Avith 
the  elements  of  their  social  system  clearly 
defined  and  fully  established.  I'lie  same  is 
true  of  the  founders  of  Connecticut.  The 
powers  of  govermnent  were  at  hrst  exer- 
cised by  them  Tuider  a  commissioUj  grant- 
ed by  tlie  General  Court  of  Massachusetts. 
Tliis  continued  only  a  year,  wlien  the  com- 
mission exj)ired  by  its  own  limitation,  and 
the  government  reverted  to  tlie  people. 
For  two  or  three  years  the  free  planters 


*  Boijk  I,  Chap.  8,  Pa-c  177—8. 

) 


of  the  tliree  (ovv  Jis  ol*  A\'iiulsor,  HarUonl 
and  Wedicrsfield,  thouuli  witliout  ciuir- 
ter  and  ^vilhout  conslii ulioii.  wac  ;iv'cus- 
toined  to  meet  iii  tins  place,  to  clioose 
their  odicers  of  goiei'miKMil  and  transact 
the  general  concerns  of  the  colony^  very 
much  in  the  (brni  of  a  pure  deniocriicv. — 
a  fact  strikingly  illnsirative  of  tiie  steady 
habits  of  the  people  and  their  tii'in  attach- 
ment to  virtue  and  order.  ^ 

In  1(>J9  a  constitution  of  go\  (^rnment 
Avas  adopted  by  the  associated  freenieji  ol' 
tlie  colony.  It  was  an  instrument  fojaned 
in  the  spirit  ol'  the  piu'est  aiul  most  enlight- 
ened libcirty.  All  the  public  authoi'ities 
rested  upon  the  liasis  of  animal  elections, 
exercised  l)y  ballot,  by  the  w  liole  hody  of 
the  freemen."  It  recognized  no  exchjsive 
privileges;  it  established  no  hereditai-y  dif- 
ferences of  rank;  it  acknovvleciged  no  de- 
j)endence  on  tlu^  mother  comdry.  It  made 
CoiUK^cticut  in  form  and  in  I'act.  a  free,  in- 
dependent  connuonw  ealth.  claiming  and 
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(wercisiiig  all  the  riglils  of  sovereigiity ; 
and  to  shew  how  deeply,  even  then,  the 
minds  of  the  colonists  were  ind)ued  with 
the  spirit  of  independence,  it  is  only  neces  - 
ary  to  state,  that,  up  to  tlie  time  of  ohtain- 
ing  the  charter,  in  1662^  there  is  not  to  he 
found,  in  the  records  of  the  colony,  the 
slightest  recognition  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Crown  of  England, 

Tlienien  who  formed  this  constitution  de- 
serve to  be  had  in  everlasting  renieml)rance. 
They  were  not  ignorant,  or  rash,  or  tinud 
men.  They  were  I^udlow,  and  Haynes,  and 
Wolcott,  and  Hopkins  and  Hooker,  and  oth- 
ers of  kindred  spirit; — men  of  clear  minds 
and  good  hearts, — men  who  in  their  views  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  were  far  in  ad- 
vance of  their  age,  and  who,  imder  the  gui- 
dance of  a  kind  providence,  introduced  a 
form  of  government  which  for  two  centu- 
ries, lias  secured  to  tlie  people  of  this  state, 
a  measure  of  lil)erty,  of  peace,  of  order 
and  happiness,  not  surpassed  by  any  other 
people  on  earth,  I  say  emphatically  for 
two  centuries.  For  the  charter,  obtained 
)  -1* 
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froiii  Charles  11.  in  1()G2,  did  little  more 
than  as.svuiie  and  ratiiV  the  coiislilution  of 
i(>5i).  It  lei'i  its  ureat  pi'inciph^s  iiiialttM'ed; 
and  Conneeticut  Avas  still  a  euinj)leie  re- 
public ill  every  thiiii>'  Liit  the  name.' 
The  coiistitulioii  adopted  in  1818  is  ailo- 
geiher  coiiibrniable  in  its  principles,  lo  the 
compact  entered  into  by  our  father:;;  (iiffer- 
ini>-  from  it  chielly  in  its  adaptedness  to 
a  more  mimeroiis  poj)idatieu  aiid  to  the  in- 
terests of  a  more  \\  ichd y  extriKh'd  and 
complicated  state  of  society. 

The  constitution  of  ]Go9.  theii,  in  its 
main  features,  always  has  been,  \  still 
is,  the  constitution  of  the  state.  It  is  the 
magna  rJiarta  of  the  people's  liberties  ;  and 
tliey  have  every  reason  for  strong  attach- 
ment to  it.  Nor  should  it  be  tliought  a 
matter  of  wontk^^  or  hhune,  that  Avlien 
fairer  means  had  faik^d,  the  good  people  of 
this  town  should  have  had  recoujce  to  a 
little  stratagem,  to  save  the  precious  insti'u- 


*  This  cliartcr  jnclud^-d  the  Coluii}'  of  New-Ha'vc  )i ;  but  the 
union  was  not  eflected  in  form  till  1()G5.    Trumbull,  Chnp.  1*2 


iiiciit^  which  liad  secured  lo  theni  so  niany 
[)ri\  ileg'es,  froiu  the  grasp  oC  the  kiiiy's  gov- 
ernor, yir  Kdiumicl  AikU'oss,  who  in  1G87, 
was  sent  over  wilh  autiiority,  lo  vacate  all 
the  charters  ol'  the  A'evv  iMiglaud  colonies, 
The  tradition  is,  that  Sir  Echnund,  having 
arrived  here,  witli  a  guard  of  sixty  men,  to 
demand  ol"  the  assemhly,  then  in  session, 
the  surren(Uu'  ol*  tlie  ciiarter,  it  was  found 
convenient  to  [)rolong  t!ie  (U*l)ate,  respect- 
ing the  matter,  till  tlie  evejiing;  when, 
suddenly,  the  lights  w  ere  e\l inguished,  and 
a  captain  Wadswoith  seizing  the  charter, 
as  it  lay  on  the  tahle,  conveyed  it  to  a 
place  of  sale-keeping,  in  the  hollow  of  an 
oak,  on  Wyllys'  hill.    Let  that  tree  stand, 
and  still  bear  the  honored  name  of  tlie 
charter  oak.    It  deserves  w  ell  of  posterity 
for  concealing  the  precious  deposit.  It 
is  a  venerable  relic  of  the  olden  time. 
While  it  remains,  w  e  shall  seem  to  stand 
nearer  to  tlie  age  of  our  fathers.    At  least, 
one  monument  w^ll  remain,  to  remind  us 
of  the  care  of  our  ancestors  to  preserve 
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for  tlieir  desceiulaiits  i\w  greal  deed  of  (hoii* 
civil  and  religious  iil)crties. 

Ill  less  than  two  years,  Sir  l^dnmnd^  with 
about  fifty  of  his  associ;\tes  was  seized  in 
Boston  and  phiced  in  confnienient ;  and  tlie 
good  peo[)le  of  Conneciicut,  not  caring  to 
submit  to  tlie  govc^rninent  of  a  delinquent 
in  prison,  the  charter  A\as  forth  coming 
from  its  safe  retreat;  and  the  chartered 
government^  never  having  Ix^ai  formally 
surrendered^  was  re.nimed  and  all  its  func- 
tions re-estal)]ished. 

When  we  reHect  upon  the  innumerabh^ 
civil  and  religious  lilessings.  secured  to  the 
people  of  this  state,  l)y  the  free  and  happy 
form  of  governjneiit  adopted  by  our  fore- 
fathers, and  which,  in  all  its  essential  fea- 
tureSj  has  been  continued  to  the  present 
day,  we  can  scarcely  revolve  with  patience 
the  proposal  of  lord  Say  and  Sele  and  lord 
Brooke,  with  others  of  their  fr;iternity,  to 
transport  themselves  to  the  colony  and 
here  establish  an  order  of  nobility  and  a 


*  Triunbull,  p.  373.    Dwiglu's  travels,  Vol.  I.  p.  150. 


herediUuT  niagislracy .  jMiu  h  loss  can  we 
en(]ure  ihc  (lesian  of  A reii])is!ioj)  Laiid  to 
erect  aji  e^'aMislied  cluircli  in  ihe  coiinlry 
and  iiicorpora(e  il^  imlissoluh! yvwilh  ci- 
vil yoverninejLt  of  the  slale/^  ISad  such  ;i 
tliini>'  been,  ^^-e  du  liol  say,  that  we 
s]i(5rdd  this  daylia.ve  been  a  (k^peiidenl  col- 
ony of  a  foreig'n  power,  hut  certaiidy  our 
histituiions  of  government,  oetr  laws^  our 
religion,  and  all  the  intercourse  and  liahits 
of  society  vvould  liave  l)een  wholly  unlike 
w  hat  tliey  now  are  ;  and  (he  dillerence,  we 
cannot  doubt,  would  have  heen  to  the  dis- 
advantage; if  not  the  loss,  of  all  that  we 
now  hold  most  dear. 

Another  subject  clainring  our  grateful 
notice  on  this  occa>sionj  is  the  early  and 
benevolent  care  of  our  lathers  to  establish 
conunon  schools  and  higher  sendnaries  of 
learning.  Hiey  were  repuliiicans  in  prin- 
cij)le;  and  their  great  ohject  in  coming  here 
^\^(S  to  secure  the  enjoymee.l  of  religious 
liberty  under  the  auspices  of  a  free  com- 
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monwealth.  Persuaded  thai  the  only  basis 
on  wliicb  a  republic  can  stand  is  tbe  gene- 
ral intelligence  and  a  irtue  of  tbe  people, 
tbey  early  made  ])rovision  for  connnon 
scbool  education  and  tbe  religious  instruc- 
tion of  tbe  coinnrunity.  In  tbe  code  of 
biws  establisbed  in  1050,  it  was  ordered 
tbat  every  town  ol*  fifty  families  sbould 
maintain  a  scbool  in  Avbicb  cbildren  sbould 
be  taugbt  to  read  ami  write;  and  every 
town  of  one  Inmdred  families  sbould  set  up 
a  grammar  scbool,  tbe  masters  wbereof 
sbould  be  al)le  to  fit  youtlis  for  tbe  univer- 
sity."^ 

But  previous  to  tbis,  probably,  indeed, 
from  tbe  beginning,  tbe  system  of  common 
scbool  education  w  as  in  operation  in  tbis 
town,  and  it  is  presumed  also  in  tbe  otber 


*  Tiie  prcamblt?  to  this  law  is  liirniorahle.  "  It  Ijeing"  one.  chief 
object  of  tliat  old  di^hnlvM-,  Satan,  to  kt'C[)  me  n  from  the  kuowlcdi^e 
of  the  scriptures,  as  in  former  link  s  keeping-  ihtiu  in  an  vnik'nown 
torjgue,  so  in  these  iatirr  times,  by  poisiuuling  ih<iji  from  iho  use 
of  LonijMics,  so  that  at  K;ast,the  true  sense  of  the  original  mi^lil  be 
clouded  by  false  i^losses  of  saint-seemini^  deceivers;  and  that 
learnini^  may  not  he  buried  in  the  graves  of  our  forefathers  in 
church  and  commonwealth,  the  Lord  assi-stin^^  our  endeavors,  iii-i 
ordered,"  vie 


(owiisol'  the  colony.  In  the  town  records 
of  1G43,  I  find  the  appointment  ol"  u  Mr. 
Andrews  to  teach  the  chihlren  in  the 
school,  with  a  salary  allowed  him  of  six- 
teen ]  ounds  a  ycar.^  And  repeatedly,  at 
snhsequent  periods,  mcva-cires  w  ere  adopt- 
ed to  eniaige  the  accommochitions  and  in- 
crease  the  means  of  insduclinn'  the  young- 
in  the  elements  of  useiiil  kno\\  kuii^e. 

13ut  the  A  iews  of  onr  ancestors  a\  c^re  not 
conlined  to  the  estahlishment  of  pjimary 
schools.  Their  thoughts  took  a  wider 
range  ;  and  at  a  \  ery  early  period  a  j)ropo- 
sal  was  made  to  establish  a  college  in  each 
of  the  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Noav 
Haven  ;  but  it  was  not  then  carried  into 
eflect  under  a  persuasion,  a  just  oiie,  no 
doubt,  that  Harvard  college,  already  estal)- 
lished  at  Caml)ridgej  was  fully  adequate  to 


*  Since  tlie  delivery  of  the  Address,  ihe  author  lias  fouiid  nn 
earlier  record  iji  relation  to  schools. 

Dec.  G,  lOlC?.  "  it  is  .i-n  td  that  ihiriy  puuiids  a  year  shall  he 
settled  u})on  the  scliool  hy  tln  io\,  u.  ' 

III  IGiSj  forty  ponnds  wen'  a]^iir»iprialed  lo  huildiiiii;  a  school 
house. 

1660.  Volcd,  That  Mr.  Wyllys  cuid  Mr.  Stone  be  a  com- 
mittee (o  consider  what  way  may  be  best  for  the  endowing  a  free 
scliioo],  and  return  their ju  lgmeni  at  bomc  town  nicetinL;." 
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the  wants  of  the  ixipiilalion  of  whulr 
of  New  Eiighuid  at  that  time.  '  I^\)r  sev- 
eral years  (herelore,  ( i/iil  iiiid  Xe\N 
llaAeii  were  riCeiisloiued  (o  seiul  (l-eir  sons 
to  l)e  ecliieaUal  al  Harvard!,  and  the  eoiilr:- 
butions  of  both  eoloiiies  were  liherally  he- 
stowed  for  the  support  ol*  that  iiifaiit  iasli- 
tution.  And  onee  at  least.  l)y  re  •oniiiien- 
datiori  of  the  eoininissioners,  e\'ery  fiiaiily 
in  each  oi'the  eoh)!nes,  ga\'e  for  the  snpj)c)rt 
of  scholars  at  ( 'snnh^rid^e.  t  \N  eh  e  p,eii('e, 
or  a  peck  of  com,  or  its  \  aliie  in  <';eiui- 
ine,  unadulterated  \\  a!n{)inni)e:e>";  w  hile  (he 


*  In  .si  \:  yr.i!-.s  .liiv  r  ill.'  ai  rn  aluf  A\''iiulut 'j).  {!.r  Cu'ir  ral 

Court  of  AlassacIiiiM  ! ts  \nu-i\  I'u-  muu  of  luuf  luiiulri:J  j.dUhMs — 
e([ual  to  a  ) car'^  lal.'  ut  tin-  Ic  l'oIdii)- --f  a- tluj  creciKai  of  a 
public  scliool  ill  (.'ainla-itl:;.'.  'i'liis  l.ii;l  ilu'  f  ;uii;lal  imi  of  .1  lar- 
vanl  C'ollt'i:;Cj  w  hirh  rna  i  vtd  i(.s  ja'i'S'  iit  imhu; — in  luaior  ol' Jolai 
Harvard,  ilsniDst  lihrral  cail}'  l)i.  iit  f  u  (or.  ami  was  ikil)'  iii;:or[)0- 
redcd  tw  o  ycar.-^  al'ii  r.  A  pa-  a^.:  in  "  rs\w  I'ai-laiuf.s  firsi  iVuit^j,' 
puljlished  in  1G1-,  h;irlkiir.dy  illnviratcs  tli.  intrro.t  f  It  l»y  our  an- 
cestors in  literary  in.a  it  ui  ions.  "  Al'icr  ( ioi!  ImiI  (•;o  ru  il  u.-.  safe 
to  jVcw  J"aiL;lvin(l,  and  Uf  had  1  anldrd  nur  In .n- <  pio\  idt  d  ne- 
rr.<>arii  .,  for  our  li\<  liliuod,  r.  ai-ul  con \cni,  nl  j -Kir.  .  ['m  (  f 
wor.ship,  and  nil  d  ih.' civil  L;('".t  rimu  iit ;  I'm- i.f  1 1,.  ik  ai  tljin:!: 
wc  Ionised  lor  and  looki  d  atu  r^  was  lo  ai.l  van;:L;  1*  am im^'  .mdja  r 
[.cluatc  it  to  posU  l  it}'  ;  iln-adin--  to  K  a\tj  an  illiLrratc  nnni.-arj 
to  ill::  cliurchr    wli'  n  our  pit  s;  nt  nnni.,tiy  .-.iiall  bo  iii  tlic  du;!.'' 


magistrates  and  wealtliiiT  luen  were  pro- 
fuse in  their  liberality/^ — a  vcM-y  good  pre- 
cedentj  by  (lie  Avay,  and  Avould  not  be  a  l)ad 
^substitute  lor  modern  education  societies. 

Of  so  great  im|)ortance  \\  as  education 
esteemed  at  that  (hiy,  that  one  of  tlie  early 
governors  of  CJomiecticut,  i^idward  Hop- 
kins, dying  in  England,  l>equiMthed  the 
greater  part  of  his  estate,  in  this  country, 
to  give  oncoiu'ageinent,  iii  these  foreign 
phmtations,  for  the  breecHng  up  of  hopeful 
YOuthSj  in  a  way  ol'  leariiing,  lH)th  at  the 
granunar  scliool  and  cidk^ge,  for  the  pul)lic 
service  of  the  country,  in  future  times.''! 
This  charity  hiid  the  roimdation  of  the 
granunar  scliool  in  this  city  ;  and  also  of 
(he  one  at  New  Haven  and  of  anollier  at 
lladley. 

In  lt)98  the  plan  of  establishing  a  col- 
lege in  tins  state  an  as  re\  ived,  and  t  wo 
years  alter,  l)y  a  simple,  l)ut  most  apjuo- 
priate  ceremony,  the  institution  was  (omid- 

♦  Baiirrofi's  Hist.  m.    Code  of  laws, 
t  Tniiubiiirs  Hist.  'SVS. 
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eel.  Teu  of  the  ])iMiu:ij)al  iiiinivsters  of  llu! 
colony^  lia\  iny  met  lor  the  purpose,  eacli 
one  broui^ht  a  uumJivr  of  folios  in  liis 
hUMUSj  jijid  jilaciiii;-  tlieuioii  a  lal)lo^  s:ii<l, — • 
I  give  ilic^  v  hooks  lor  \\\c  roiiiidiiii;'  of  a 
college  iii  t!ds  coloiiw  "  'V\\c  len.niiug 
eonlained  in  (!ii\;e  j)(»!i(l(M*ous  lomt  s  iiiighl 
no!  lia\'e  ))o('M  ofiiiiK  h  \  alue;  hut  Ihe  spir- 
it whicli  presculiMl  Uie  oileriug  \vas  of  hea- 
\enly  ojigin,  and  may  l)e  I'egarded  as  a 
ph'dge,  that  (he  siiiiles  of  heaven  shall  al- 
ways rest  upon  ;ui  institution^  thus  founded 
in  piety  and  j)rayer. 

Of  Yale  Colleg(\  no  true  son  of 
necticut  can  tliink  without  pleasiu'e,  or 
speak  without  grateful  eiuution.  It  is  an 
honor  and  ahlessingto  the  state  of  whi(di 
she  may  well  he  proud.  It  has  from 
the  heginning  enjcryed,  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree, the  i:n'or  of  (*0(l  and  the  confidence 
and  prayers  of  the  intelligent  and  Ihe  good; 
and  never,  ])erhaps,  more  than  at  tiie  pres- 
ent time.    Commencing  with  a  single  stu- 

About  forty  ibiio.-i  v/crc  conti-ilniud  in  lliis  nianiici. 
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dentj  and  having  no  more  for  the  Tirsl  six 
monthSj  she  noAV  numbers  four  hundred 
and  thirteen  among  her  umkM-grachuiles. 
She  lias  sent  forth  from  her  walLs,  near 
five  (housaiid  sons,  crow  ned  witii  acackunic 
lionors^  who  have  beeji  dispersed  o\  er  eve- 
ry part  of  our  country,  and  liave  shone 
with  distinguished  histre,  in  the  various  de- 
partments of  iiseiidness  and  honor  which 
they  have  been  called  to  lill.  ^' She  still 
stands  erect  in  the  midst  of  her  grateful 
olTspring/'  nnenvious  of  tlie  rising  reputa- 
tion of  younger  institutions,  and  cheering 
onjjy  her  own  bright  example,  every  gen- 
erous competitor  in  the  wide  and  common 
field  of  science. 

To  our  ancestors  then  we  owe  a  debt 
of  gratitude  which  we  can  neverrepay,  for 
their  wise  and  ])ious  care  in  provichng  for 
the  interests  of  education.  It  is  owing  to 
this,  that  the  people  of  this  State,  in  every 
period  of  their  hi.storv,  have  been  so  distin- 
guished for  their  intelligence,  their  enter- 
prize,  their  sound  morals,  and  their  love  of 
order  and  religion.    May  tlie  time  m-ver 

) 
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come,  when  the  sons  of  CoiiuecUcut,  into 
whatever  part  of  the  worhl  wandering,  on 
returning  honie^  shall  not  l)e  greeted  from 
ilie  distant  hills  and  smiling  valleys  of  (heir 
native  Slale^  hy  (lie  church  spuiv,  ami  (he 
village  school  house  standing  hy  its  side; 
tlie  one  pointicig  the  soid  to  heaven,  and 
the  other  guiding  into  the  ])atli  that  lead- 
etli  thither. ' 

In  bestowing  a  ])assing  thouglit, — time 
will  allow  no  more, — upon  the  religion  of 
oiu'  ancestors,  the  renuirk  will  he  admitted, 
that  religion  was  the  grand  pervading  ele- 
ment of  tlieir  character. — the  priniarv.  im- 
pelling rnoiive  oi'  then*  conduct.  Tliey 
were  christians  ;  the>  w  ere  puritans  ;  chris- 
tians, devoted  to  the  princij)les  and  doc- 
trines of  the  reformation  ;  puritans,  despis- 
ed and  persecuted  hy  tlie  wicked  and  the 
prolliijate  in  their  day  ;  hut  thev  were  the 
KtwX  lVic;\  U  .11^1  Ltiihf'.il  dcioii.lcrs  ^ 
Atui  rili^i'tus  hrril(-iu;  the  pj'cser vers  uf  ii 
in  F-ughnd  and  the  propagators  of  it  in  this 


♦  Note  Ci. 
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cuuii(i-y  and  the  wtM-ld,  •  'J'licy 
loved  God  ;  they  Ix'lieved  and  h)ved  liis 
tndh,  his  day  and  ordinances  ;  and  hun"- 
all  (heir  lio])es  of  civil  and  religious  jh-os- 
pcrity  upon  the  elllcacy  oi'  his  vvovd,  and 
the  influenres  oDiis  spiri}.    -  W'e         it  is 
said  in  (lie  articdes  ol'  confederation  enter- 
ed into  in  1  (jd:3/- we  all  came  into  these 
parts  of  America  to  enjo\'  the  lil)erties  of 
the  gospel  injnirityand  peace/'  It  lias  heeji 
truly  remarked  that    he  an  ho  made  reliirion 
as  tw  elve  and  the  \\  orid  as  thirteen^  had 
not  the  spirit  of  a  true  New  Mu;^laiid  man.'' 
The  sacred  regard  ol'  our  fathers  lor  the 
Habbatlj, — mauilest  in  (^\ery  ])art  ol*  their 
history, — is  strikingly  illustrated   by  one 
fact ; — The  Sab])atli  before  the  battle  with 
the  Pequods^  and  while  the  little  army  was 
just  on  the  borders  of  the  enemy's  territory, 
they  rested  all  day  by  their  arnis^  and  mov^- 
ed  not  towards  the  Held  of  conllict  till  Mon- 
day came.    To  show  tlieir  high  esteem  ol" 

*Tlie  })rocious  spark  oriihcrty  was  kiiiilltcj  and  pi'-strvcil  Ijy 
the  Puritans;  and  it  waste  this  sect,  wliose  principles  appear  so 
frivolous,  and  habits  so  ridiculous,  that  the  English  owe  tlie 
whole  trcedoni  of  their  constitution.     Hume's  Eng.  vol.  5.  183 — 
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religious  inslilulious^  and  how  iiiiportaut 
they  considered  (liem  to  the  Avell'are  of  the 
coniinunity,  it  is  oidy  necessary  to  state, 
that  the  six.  first  towns  in  Connecticut  and 
New  Haven  enjoyed  the  constant  hihors  of 
ten  able  nunisters  ;  and  tiiat  at  tlie  time  of 
the  union  in  1()G5,  wiien  (here  Avere  only 
about  eight  or  nine  thousand  inlial)itants 
in  the  colony,  tlun-e  ^^  as.  on  an  average, 
one  minister  to  i.'\  erv  eight y-fi\e  i'aniilieSj 
or  one  to  about  lour  huiuh*ed  and  thirty 
souls.  *    So  vital  was  religion  and  k'arning 
deemed  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people, 
that  the  church  and  the  school  house  rose 
simultaneously   with    tluMr  own  hundjle 
dw^ellings  ;  and  it  was  consiik^red  a  '  bar- 
barism, not  to  l)e  endured/  that  any  should 
so  far  neglect  their  children  and  domestics 
as  not  to  have  them  taught  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Bible  and  tlie  elements  of  divine 
knowledge,  in  some  apju'oved  catechism. 

Religion  w^is.  indeed^  the  great  principle 
by  which  the  foiuulers  of  this  State  and  of 
New  England  were  actuated  in  the  whole 


) 
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of  their  groat  eiilerprize.  It  diiectcd  llicni 
in  the  organizalioii  ol"  their  govenunent ;  in 
the  making  of  their  laws  ;  in  tlie  reguhition 
of  their  families;  in  their  soi  ia]  ami  do- 
mestic habits ;  in  the  election  of  their  ru- 
lers, and  in  their  puhlic  (k^iberations  and 
measures. 

It  may  be  admitted,  that  their  reli- 
gion had  in  it,  somewhat  too  much  of 
the  severe  and  the  rigid;  hut  it  was  leased 
on  principle;  it  was  inwrought  into  the 
deepest  feelings  of  the  soul,  and  was  most 
operative  and  fruitful.  It  animated  them 
in  labors;  it  clieered  them  indarkiu^ss;  it 
supported  them  in  trials;  it  nerved  their 
arm  in  danger;  gladdened  their  hopes  in 
all  their  wearisome  pilgrimage  on  earth, 
and  vshed  over  their  dying  hour,  the  light 
and  the  smiles  of  heaven.  In  a  word,  it 
was  religion,  the  religion  of  the  Bible,  the 
fear  and  the  love  of  Cod,  the  purest  and  the 
best  y)rinciple,  that  can  warm  tlie  heart  and 
govern  the  condm*  t  of  man,  whic  h  gave  suc- 
cess to  their  great  undertaking;  which 
planted  these  hills  and  vales  w  ith  tow^is 
and  villages;  wntli  churches  and  schools; 
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with  an  intclligeiil,  \  irliu)us,  lliri\  ing  |)()|)- 
ulatioiij  and  is  tiierelorc  to  ho  I'c^arilod  as 
the  great  source  ol'oiir  ])r(>s|>eri(  v;  (!h'  (niin- 
datioii  ofthc^.  I'.iir  a:".!  i!<?;>div  Ik  ri(age  that 
lias  come  down  lo  \is  iVoiii  our  lathers. 

It  wouUl  iiot  he  diiliculij  1  am  aw  ai'e^  to 
make  excejUioiis  lo  the  cha.racler  an  ('(mi- 
chict  of  oiu^  ancestors.    'Lhey  w  ere  impei*- 
fect  men  ;  they  had  (h(^ir  laulls  ;  they  com- 
mitted their  mistakes  ;  and  what  men  (>n 
earth,  phiced  in  tlieir  circmnstances.  ^vould 
not  have  doiie  the  same?    KeeoHect  tliat 
they  had  l)een  hrcd  up  uiukM*  an  estal)lish- 
ed  clnu'ch,  and  an  arhiirary  goMMnment  ; 
that  toh-^ration^  w  as  a  \  irtue  luiknow  ii  to 
tlie  age  in  which  they  UvcA  :  that  (hey 
came  here  snnirting  i'rom  unckM*  tlio  kish  ol' 
ecch^siastical  and  civil  tyranny;  tliatin  lay- 
ing the  loundation  of  a  nevv  slate  ol'  socie- 
ty, they  had  to  make  their  way  amidst  in- 
numerahlc  diliiculties  and  hardsliips,  w  illi- 
out j)recedent  and  ^\ilhoul  guide;  and  is  it 
not  wonderful  that  they  accomplislitMl  so 
muchj  with  so  Rmv  mistakes?  What  chd 
they  accomplish  ]   They  recognized  and 
proclaimed  the  ecjnal  rights  ol  men  ;  they 
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established  the  principles  ol'  ci\  il  aiul  re- 
ligious IVeedoin  ;  tliey  iiitrockiccd  the  sys- 
tem of  Iree  scliools  for  the  education  of  the 
whole  people  ;  they  founchul  churches  and 
established  the  indi^pendence  oi'the  church- 
es ;  they  rounchnl  acaih^nics  and  coUei^es  ; 
they  de\el(^pcd  and  carried  into  j)ractice, 
the  elements  of  a  great,  ilourishing,  well  or- 
ganized republic;  and  was  not  this  enough] 
What  class  of  men,  or  \vliat  one  generation 
ever  accom])lished  more  '] 

Our  lathers  have  often  been  charged 
with  the  sin  of  intolerance  and  persecution. 
But  this  charge^  how  ever,  it  may  lie  against 
some  of  the  early  colonies  in  ihe  country, 
has  very  little  force  in  relation  to  the  foun- 
ders of  Connecticut.  There  AN^as  indeed, 
an  early  la^v  against  quakers,  but  it  a\  as 
never  enforced;  and  church  mendiership 
was  never  in  this  colony^  made  acjualifica- 
tion  for  civil  oilice.  It  is  true,  that  provis- 
ion was  made  for  the  support  of  religion 
by  law;  and  was  it  not  wise  to  do  so, 
while  the  people  were  few  and  scattered, 
and  were  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  orie  denom- 
ination ?  Had  it  been  l)etter  for  us  at  the 


present  day,  if  no  such  law  had  existed  ? 

We  may  thiidc  thai  some  of  the  laws  en- 
acted by  our  ancestors,  especiallv  those 
that  related  to  capital  ])uiiishment,  were 
oppressive  and  cniel  ;  and  douhtU'ss.  if  triced 
by  the  more  ejjlightened  view  s  ol'lhe  pres- 
ent day,  such  an  oj)inion  is  just.  Ami  yet 
it  Avas  certaiidy  doini>*  mucli  to  reduce  the 
mimber  of  crimes  punishal)h'  with  death, 
from  one  hundred  to  fourteen.  This  our 
fathers  did  ;  and  it  may  with  truth,  ])e 
said,  that  scarcely  a  country  in  Europe 
has  yet  made  its  criminal  code  so  mild  as 
that  of  early  i\ew  England. 

We  smile  when  w  e  read  some  of  the 
early  law  s  of  the  cohuiies,  and  think  them 
ridiculously  miuute  and  absurd.  It  seems 
to  us  a  small  business  i'or  i;ra\  e  leiifisla- 
tors  to  be  making' law  s  foi*  the  regulation 
of  dress,  and  manners,  and  eiUing,  and 
drinking,  and  sucli  like  thinus.  l>ut  even 
liere  the  conduct  of  our  ancestors  w  ill  no! 
suflTer  by  comparison  ^\ith  that  of  the  w  ise 
men  of  England  at  the  same  period.  If 
the  pilgrims  of  Plymoutli  had  a  hnv  w  hich 
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liiiiited  the  greatest  Avidtli  of  a  iacly^sgowii 
sleeve  to  half  an  ell^ -a  JaAv  by  (he  way^ 
which  one  liali;  jfjiot  the  best  halfof  crea- 
tion wouhl  like  to  see  re\  ived  at  the  pres- 
ent day;  There  was  a])out  the  same  peri- 
od a  law  made  ]>y  (Jneen  r:iizahe(h  which 
stationed  grave  ciiizens  at  t!ie  gales  of 
London^  with  scissors,  to  cut  oil  all  the  rnlls 
of  passengers  that  exceeded  certain  legal 
dimensions.  ^    If  there  was  an  early  law  in 
Connecticut  against  idlers  and  tobacco  ta- 
kers, Avhicli  subjected  them  to  indictment 
and  pimislnnent  before  a  jnagistrate;  there 
was  another  in  (lie  reign  of  l^dward  od, 
which  regulated  what  persons  of  every  de- 
gree should  eat^  on  what  days  they  should 
have  sauce  on  their  meat,  and  of  what  this 
sauce  should  be  jnade.    The  law  respect- 
ing tobac(x^,  it  may  be  remarked  in  passing, 
was  a  good  one.    Of  that,  Ave  need  no  oth- 
er evidence  than  (lu^  lac(,  (hat  from  ten  to 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  arc^  annually  ex- 
pended in  (he  lJ]iit(Ml  States,  in  (he  use  of 
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this  vile  article;  to  say  nothing  oi*  the 
iilthy  habits,  and  the  loss  of  health,  ajul  life 
which  is  occasioned  by  it.* 

After  all  the  exceptions  that  can  be 
made  to  the  regulalions  of  onr  ancestors, 
tlie  recently  expressed  sentiment  of  a  chs- 
tinguished  lawyer  in  this  city  is  uiH[ues- 
tionaljly  correct;    that  no  class  of  men  ev- 
er legishited  more  v\  isely  for  themselves,'' 
and  Ave  may  add,  for  posterity,  than  did  the 
founders  of  C'onneclicut.    In  judging  of 
their  ci\  il  and  religious  instituti(nis,  it  is 
important  that  we  try  tiiem  by  a  right 
standard,    ll  is  a  remark  of  the  late  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  that  no  man  can  (ell  be- 
forehand, how  a  law  will  oj)erate.    It  is 
equally  true,  that  no  man  can  tell  how  a 
law  lias  opcra/cd  without  a  knowledge  of 
the  circiunstances  in  which  it  A\'as  enacted, 
and  of  the  character  of  the  people  for 
whose  benefit  it  was  intendcMl. 

Now  the  early  settU^'s  of  (Jonnecticul, 
and  the  same  is  (rue  of  the  settlers  of  New 
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Liligland,  dwelt  together,  for  a  considera- 
ble time,  as  one  great  family  ;  of  liomoge- 
iieoiis  character,  and  of  simihir  ])riiici|)les 
and  aims.    Their  government,  llierefore, 
naturally  assumed  wvy  much  of  the  patri- 
archal character.    The  father  of  a  fiunily 
says  to  his  childi'en,  vou  must  not  I)reak  tlie 
Sabhath;  you  niustalteiul  public  worship; 
you  nmst  show  respect  to  your  su.periors  ; 
you  riuist  not  keep  b:ul  conijjanv  ;  you  must 
not  s\ve:u'  ;  you  must  not  drink  ;  you  must 
not  be  extra\agant   in  dress,    ^rhe  eajdy 
legislation  of  (  V)imecticu.t  said   the  same, 
and  it  said  Avisely.    ^S'he  p>owers  of  magis- 
tracy were  conunitted  l)ythe  people  to  the 
eldest  and  wisest  of  the  pe()[)le  ;  and  by 
conunon  consent  tlu\v  extended  their  su- 
per\'ision  over  the  morals  and  manners  of 
the  community,  and  over  tlie  everyday  ac- 
tions and  haljiis  of  inchviduals^  with  a  de- 
gree oi*  pai't icularity  and  strictnc\ss,  A\dn*(di, 
though  well  adapted  to  the  circumstiuices 
of  tlie  times,  Avould  be  allogelher  inapjjro- 
pria((^  to  the  situation  of  a  Avidely  extend- 
ed and  populous  stat(\ 


(^2  e  i:.M'Ei\iMAl. 

But  1  I'eel  thai  viiulicatioii  is  uiuiecessa- 
ry.  Our  venerated  lathers  need  it  not.  A 
thousand  hearts,  now  hefore  me^  l)eating 
highj  Avith  grateful  joy  of  such  an  an- 
cestry,  decdare  they  need  it  not.  Their 
memorial  is  het'ore  us.  It  is  in  their  works. 
Tliese  are  monuments  more  endiu'iiig  than 
brass  or  marble.  They  sliall  remain  to  tell 
to  generations  to  come  the  virtues  and  the 
deeds  of  our  ancestors,  and  milliojis  yetuii 
honi  shall  rise  up  and  call  them  blessed. 

Wliile  we  pay  this  tribute  to  the  memo- 
ry of  our  fatliers.  let  us  be  just  to  the  vir- 
tues of  their  descendants.  I  am  jiot  chs- 
posed  to  ijH[uire  \\  hat  is  the  cause  tliat 
the  former  days  were  better  than  these;'' 
for  I  do  not  tlu'nk  tliey  AA  cre.  The  first 
colonists  and  their  inunediate  successors 
were,  as  a  chiss,  |)ers()ns  of  rare  excel h'uce  ; 
and  have  not,  probal)ly.  been  surpassed,  r)y 
any  subsecjuent  geiuvration,  for  lofty  virtue, 
and  consistent.  (k^A'oted  piety.  But  take 
any  point  within  tlie  last  century  aiid  a 
half,  and  a  just  coni})arison  Avill  leave  no 
doubt,  that  the  general  state  of  society  h 


far  in  advance  of  what  it  then  was.  'I'li(?re 
is  more  intelligence  ;  there  is  more  genu- 
ine refinement  of  character  ;  there  is  a  bet- 
ter state  of  morals  a]id  a  nmch  more  wide- 
ly dillased  state  of  religious  leeling  and 
principle.  The  Sal)bath  is  probably  not  so 
generally  observed  in  this  place  as  it  w  as 
lifty  years  ago.  But  there  is  much  less  in- 
temperance  than  there  w  as  then,  especial- 
ly among  the  middling  and  higher  classes 
of  society.  And  if  fewer  people^  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population,  attend  public 
worsliip^  they  unquestionably  attend  with 
vastly  greater  seriousness  and  decorum  ;  re- 
ligion is  much  more  generally  a  subject  oi' 
thought  and  attention,  and  the  eOorts  made 
to  diduse  its  light  and  blessings  through 
the  world,  are  greater  beyond  (Comparison. ^ 
A  little  more  than  forty  years  ago,  there 
were  but  two  places  ol'  public  worsliip 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  ;  now  there 
are  eleven  ;  and  all  of  them  respectably 
fdled  on  the  Sabbath,  and  in  nearly  all, 


*  Note  H. 


(^4 

tlie  gospel  is  preached  subslaiilially  as  it 
was  held  by  our  I'aUiers. 

Our  gi'()\\  th  [\<  a  city  has  never  lieen  ra- 
but,  slow  and  slll't^  Tlie  people  still 
retain  laiich  of  the  character  oi*  their  an- 
cestors,— iiitelligenl,  cautious,  eiderjn  isiiig; 
not  easy  of  acquaintaiu'e  nor  forward  to 
make  professions  of  iriendshij)  ;  but  steady 
in  their  attacinnents.  ami  in  acts  of  i>u1)lic 
and  private  charity,  not  surpassed  by  any 
[)lace  of  equal  population  in  tiie  country. 

At  the  l)eginni]ig  of  the  last  century 
llartlbrd  was  a  troidier  town. — all  west 
and  nortli  was  an  uid)joken  \\'ihkM'ness. 
New  England  itself  was  a  thiidy  peopled 
territory,  containing  only  one  hnndred  and 
sixty  tliousand  inhabitaids.^  Now  slie  has 
liill  two  millions,  and  is  the  parent  of  a 
third  part  of  tlie  whole  white  population 
in  tlie  UnitedJSfates  ;i  and  as  you  travel 
west  from  this  point,  you  find  cities  and 


*  Coraicclicut  contained  17000  inhabiunUis 
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towns  and  villages,  a  thriving-  and  last 
spreading  population^  well  nigh  till  you 
reach  the  rocky  mountains.  The  sons  of 
Connecticut,  inheriting  the  spirit  of  emigra- 
tion from  their  forefathers,  have  spread 
themselves  abroad  into  the  most  distant 
parts  of  our  country;  audit  is  delightful  to 
know  that  wherever  they  go,  they  still  love 
and  cherish  the  habits  of  their  native  state, 
and  mark,  to  the  traveller,  the  ])]ace  of 
their  residence,  by  the  well  cultivated  farm, 
and  the  school  house,  and  the  church  spire. 
I'ising  in  the  midst  of  their  neat  and  com- 
pact villages. 

The  individual  is  still  living  aiul  from 
the  force  of  habit  and  tlie  love  of  industry, 
is  still  found  every  day  at  the  printer's 
stand,  who  was  employed  in  publishing 
the  lirst  newspaper  in  this  city  and  the 
third  in  the  state  Now  there  are  twenty 
thousand  printed  w^eekly,  besides  an  aver- 
age number  of  three  thousand  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  volumes  of  books  every 
6* 
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(lay  ; — ^niaking  an  ai>i>rei;'atc  of  more  than 
one  million  of  AT)lumcs  a  year/' 

It  is  within  the  meniory  of  the  same  in- 
divithial  and  of  several  other  ayed  persons 
present,  that,  sallying  forth  fi'Oin  his  vmdis- 
turbed  forests  on  the  nortli,  a  l)ear  eame 
down  through  our  streets,  \o  the  no  small 
terror  of  the  irdiahitants,  as  if  to  see  ^\  heth- 
er  he  miglit  not  contest  \\  itli  them  the 
right  of  possession  and  regain  a  footl\old  in 
this  his  ancient  domain. 

As  indicating  tlie  in(n"ease  of  lousiness  in 
the  city,  two  or  three  iacts  may  be  men- 
tioned. In  \1\)2.  forty-three  years  ago,  the 
(irst  hank  was  established  in  this  city. 
i\ow  there  are  six.  u  ith  an  aggregate  ca- 
])italofnear  four  millions  of  dollars. 

In  ]77t),  the  year  of  the  declaration  of 
our  independence,  the  receipts  at  our  i)ost 
office  were  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dol- 
lars. The  last  year,  ending  Sept.  30tli, 
they  were  fourteen  thousand  six  Inmdred 
ninety-one  dollars  se\  t'nty-hve  cents,  ^ihe 

•  Nr,t->  {. 
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amount  has  sonievviiat  more  (lian  doubled 
witliiu  ilie  last  leu  years. 

These  things  shoAv  the  rapid  progress  of 
society  around  us  and  the  great  changes 
that  ha\  e  occurred  in  the  ])lace  of  our  ha- 
hitation  in  the  short  period  ol'  a  single  hu- 
man iii'e.  The  j)rogress  of  change  is  still 
going  on,  with  a  constantly  increasing  rapi- 
dity. What  new  scenes  ot  iiiterest  may 
arise  to  s})read  tliemselves  around  the  city 
of  our  ahodCj  oraliect  the  destinies  of  our 
commoji  country,  beibre  another  day  like 
this  shall  return,  is  knowu  oidy  to  the  all- 
comjirehending  vision  otdlod 

Oiie  tliing  is  certain;  wheii  that  day 
sh.all  da\N  )i  ^ve  shall  wot  Ijehere.  i.ong  ere 
that  morning  shall  sj)read  its  light  ovev 
these  goodly  scenes,  and  sununoii  the 
people,  who  sliall  then  l)e,  to  remember 
the  Ciod  of  their  iatljers,  we  shall  be  gath.^ 
ered  to  the  great  congreg<ation  of  the  dead, 
and  lie  sleeping  beneath  tiie  clo(is  of  (he 
valley.  We  have  here,  with  united  and 
grateful  hearts,  paid  our  humble  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  our  revered  ancestors  ;  the 
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founders  of  our  city  and  state.  We  wish 
to  leave  it  on  record  for  our  children  and 
those  Avho  shall  come  after  us,  that  we  ap- 
preciate the  virtues,  venerate  the  princi- 
pleSj  cherish  the  religion,  and  glory  in  the 
institutions  of  our  forefathers  ;  and  would 
fain  bequeath  the  great  inheritance  we 
have  received  from  them  to  tliose  who 
shall  live  here  wdien  w^e  are  gone.  And 
now^,  '  standing  at  this  interesting  hour  on 
thelinethat  separates  the  ages  that  are  past, 
from  those  which  are  to  come/  were  it  per- 
mitted us  to  offer  one  prayer  which  should 
reach  the  ear  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  could 
one  be  expressed,  fraught  with  greater 
blessings  to  posterity  than  that  Connecticut, 
tliat  JVeiv  England^  might  be  kept  true  to 
the  spirit jto  tlie  principles^  to  the  institutions 
of  our  dear  and  venerated  ancestors  ?  Let 
this  be,  and  New  England  is  safe,  is  free, 
is  happy.  It  was  once  asked  by  a  distin- 
guished individual  of  another,  how  heshouhl 
act  in  a  particular  case.  The  reply  was, 
act  with  New  England  ;  for.  so  far  as  I 
have  observed,  God  has  ahvav^s  favored 
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that  land.  It  is  even  so.  Let  New  Eiig- 
laiul  theji  remain  (rne  to  tlie  spirit,  the 
principles^  the  institutions  of  our  fathers, 
and  come  Avhat  may  oii  other  [)arts  oi  tlie 
land,  New  England  ^^  ill  he  sale,  he  free^ 
be  hap|)y, — still  teaching  the  nation  and 
the  world  the  great  lesson,  \vhi(  h  slie  has 
taught  Ironi  the  begiiming,  tlatt  iutdllgoicej 
virtue^  rclii^ion^  arc  ilic  csscnthd  jnlkirs  of  a 
good  govcDinicnt^ — the  foun(l(itio)i  of  a  free 
and  h(fpp(/  rcpubHc, 


NOTES. 


Note  A.  p.  11.  Though  the  exact  date  is  not 
given,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  much  difficulty 
in  ascertaining*  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  first 
settlers.  Winthrop  states  that,  on  the  loth  of  Octo- 
ber, about  sixty  men,  women,  and  little  children, 
went  by  land  towards  Connecticut  with  their  cows, 
horses,  and  swine,  and  after  a  tedious  and  difficult 
journey,  arrived  sate  there.  (1  Winthrop,  p.  171.) 
Many  historians  state  that  they  were  fourteen  days 
on  tlieir  way.  This  would  bring  them  here  on  the 
29tli  of  October.  Adding  eleven  days  for  the 
cliange  from  old  to  new  style,  the  true  time  of  their 
arrival  is  ascertained  to  be  on  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber. Holmes,  in  his  ^'  Aniericau  Annals,''  says 
they  commenced  their  journey  on  the  20th  of  Oct. 
l>ut  as  no  reason  is  oifered  for  this  departure  from 
Winthrop,  it  i^  presumed  that  it  is  a  mistake, 
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Note  B.  p.  IG.  It  \^  dillicuU  to  i^peak  of  the 
persecutions  endured  l)y  our  ancesior.s  in  tlielr  na- 
tive land  without  seeming  to  cast  reproach  u{)on  a 
respected  and  fast  rising  denomination  of  (-hri^  t- 
ians.  The  autlior  hopes  that  nothing  w  hicli  he  hi)s 
said,  will  be  inter])reted  as  inlemling  the  learr^t  re- 
proach of  tliat  kind.  He  sini})ly  states  an  histori- 
cal fact.  Tlie  intolerance  and  persecutions  of  for- 
mer times  are  eipially  disappj'oved^  and  I'egrefcd 
by  all  Christian:!)  of  the  piesent  da},  and  should 
never  be  mentioncil  as  exclusively  the  ^sin  of  -any 
one  sect.  They  were  the  common  eriors  ot'  the 
age — errors;  unhap[)ily,  from  which  even  the  ia- 
Ihei's  of  New  iMigland,  notwithstanding  all  their 
fcuQerings  from  this  source,  were  not  wholly  ex- 
empted. 

Note  C.  p.  22  ])y  a  law  of  Wassachusetis,  as 
^arly  as  1G41,  it  was  ordered  that  no  man  should 
set  his  dwelling  house  ''above  the  diatance  of  half 
a  n\lle,  or  a  nfde  at  larlhercst.  irom  ihe  meeting 
house  of  the  congregation,  (liuichison's  State 
papers,  lO'S.)  The  second  article  of  the  agree 
nient  entered  into  by  iht"  lirst  setthjrs  ot"  r^pring- 
field,  May,  1(>J6,  limits  tliC  number  of  lamilics  to 
forty^  or  at  most  fifty.    It  appears  from  Mather's 
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Lives  of  Cotton  and  Hooker.,  that  tlie^^c  men  were 
knit'  toii,ether  in  the  fiEinest  bonds  oi'  clirislian 
iViendshij)  and  cordial  e;>tceni.  And  }'et  these  men 
\v]\o  forsook  houses,  kuids  and  country,  for  the 
sake  of  l!ie  i!,"os|)el,  arc  ch'jscribL-d  by  i)r.  lUibert- 
soa  as  ri\  al  competitors  in  the  contest  for  fame 
and  [)o\V(3r.''  This  is  the  only  li^ht  In  w  hicli  many 
eminent,  and  e\'en  ie\'erend  w  riteis,  are  ca[)able  of 
rei»"ardinL^'  the  labors  of  the  })ali'iot,  the  ^^aint  and 
liic  sa-e. 

NoTr:  D.  p.  25,  The  emiii,rants  from  Dorches- 
ter settled  at  Mattaneani^-,  now  Windsor, — those 
from  Newtown  or  CambridLi,'c,  at  >Sackiang\  now 
Hartford, — and  I  hose  irum  AWilertown,  at  Pauqui- 
aug-,  now  W'ethershckk  These  tliree  towns  at  first 
bore  the  names  of  the  towns  from  \vljich  their  re- 
spective settlers  removed  ;  but  within  the  first  year 
after  settlement,  they  received  tlic  names  which 
they  now  bear,  it  ai)pears  to  liave  entered  into 
the  or!^;^-inal  design  of  the  settlers  of  llarttord  to 

stretch  one  of  the  w  inii,s  of  their  plantatic>n  over 

wdiat  is  now  Wether.-field       but  in  this,  the}  were 

defeated; — the  ''settlers  ot   that  lowii  beini^'  too 

quick  for  dicm,  and  seized  it  for  their  own  j)lanta- 

tion       anil  a  ;  in  such  son  ol"  pos^sessions  the  pre- 

)nicr  seibin  is  the  best  title,  they  could  not  l)C  dis])Os- 

sessed  by  the  })rctensions  of  their  neii^libois.'' — 

Hubbard's  Hist,  of  New  England,  vol.  2  :  :iO?. 
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Wctlierslield  is  tlie  oklest  town  in  llic  ^?late  ;  and 
was  acknowledi^cd  to  l)e  so,  in  tlic  code  of  l()5(.). 
It  appears  that  a  iVnv  liuls  w  ere  eieeted  lliere  in 
lO^^J^  in  wliicli  a  small  number  ol*  individuals  made 
sliilt  to  w  inter.    Trumbull,  59. 

Note  E.  p.  40.  Tlie  \\liole  body  of  freemen 
were  accustomed  to  meet  annually  in  tliis  c'lly,  on 
tbe  day  of  election,  io  cbouse  tlieir  govei'nor,  ma- 
gistrates and  crvil  oliieers,  a])pointed  ]>y  cbarter, 
until  1G70. 

NoT]-:  F.  p.  -15.  As  earl}  as  A})ri!,  1G35,  a  com- 
mission was  issued  lor  ibc  government  of  the  plan- 
tations, ii,raiitinii,"  absolute  power  lo  the  Arclibisli- 
op  ol'  Canteibui'y  aiul  to  otbers,  to  mal:e  laws  and 
constitutions,  conceininijj"  cilber  tlu.'ir  stale  public, 
or  tbe  utility  ol  in(Ji\'idirals,  and  lor  tbe  rellel'of  tbe 
clei'i^y,  to  consign  convenient  maintenance  unto 
tbem  by  tidies  and  oblations,  and  otber  ])roiits,  ac- 
cordiir-i;  totbeir  discretion  :  and  tbey  vvere  (;m})ow- 
ered  to  inflict  pvmisbment  by  imprisonment,  or  by 
los.-^  ot"  iife  and  member;-.'' 

Tbis  measure  Irad,  lor  some  time,  been  anticipa- 
ted by  tbe  peojjle  ol''  jNIassacbusetts  ;  and  to  pre- 
vent its  influence  in  tbe  ovenbrow,  Ix^tb  oi'tbcir  ci- 
vil and  riTrjjiuus  lieedom,  was,  no  doid)t,  one 
tlieir  ]jrinci})al  motives  in  making  cbureb  meniber- 
sbip  a  quabhcatlon  ibr  tb(i  enjoyment  of  tlie  rigbts 
of  treemen.    By  ibis  regulation  tbey  excluded  iVom 


ull  civil  iiilUience  ihe  iricnds  ot'ttic  lii(n*arcliy  ;  nor 
docs  it  appear  liow,  by  any  other  mea.^ure,  they 
coukl  resi:<t  the  odious  pi"iiici|jles  contained  in  the 
conuiiission  above  referred  to.  They  liavc  often 
been  charu,'ed  with  bigotry  tor  excludini;,-  iVoni  the 
elective  franchise  and  tVom  oiiicc:,  all  but  church 
nieuibers  ;  but  it  was  a  necesr  aiy  measure  of  self- 
defence  ;  nor  w^as  the  adoptio.i  of  it  an  act  of  bii^-o- 
try,  unless  it  was  bigoti-y  to  defend  theniselves  in 
the  enjoynierit  of  riiyhts,  to  jjossess  ndiicli^  they 
left  country  and  home,  and  encountered  all  the  tri- 
als antl  hardships  incident  to  a  settlement  in  this 
westei  n  wilderness.  Nor  was  it  pos-;lble  for  them 
to  a[)ply  t]ieir  disfpudilicatiori  dii'ectl}  and  (.>nly  to 
the.  adherents  of  the  English  hierarcliy.  Tliey 
w  ere  coni[)clled,  if  ado[)U:d  at  all,  to  make  ii  gener- 
al, and  to  ac(|\rie^>ce  in  the  chLirge  of  bi;,otry,  in  or- 
der to  give  edlcacy  to  ihcii'  [ic'liey.  Hee  thi.-s  point 
ably  argued  in  Ikesideiit  (iuiiicy's  Ceiitennial  Ad- 
di'css,  25  and 

NoTi:  G.  p.  52.  In  tlie  sjVirit  inherited  from  our 
ancestors,  was  laid  ihe  foundiUion  of  tn.;  [)resent 
r^cliool  i^'und  of  C'onneeticug  which  has  graihailly 
incieased  untd  it  nuw  amounts  to  Uiore  than  two 
millions  of  dollar.-. 

Coujiecticut,  in  her  c«.:ssioii  of  W'cblern  lands  to 
the  United  States,  made  Septeml)er  Mtli,  1786, 
reserved  a  tract  extending  onii  hundred  and  twenty 


luiles  we^^tward  of  the  \V^^rsl(,M'ii  bouiuku-}' of  Vcuin^ 
sylvaiiia,  and  fioni  the  41st  to-^iid  and  2  niin. 
Norlli  latitude.  ]]y  an  act  of  ihc  Lr[3i::<kitni'e,  pas.^- 
ed  (Jctober  ]78f),  [))'ovi^ion  was  made  Ibr  dividinii,- 
tliis  tract,  into  tow  nships  ami  olf^rinu,' llicm  fur  sale 
under  the  authority  of  lla.^.  J^tatc.  In  Ocluher  1708. 
the  avails  of  tliese  lands  were  set  a})art  as  a  per- 
petual fund,  the  interest  of  wifich  was  to  be  appVa'd 
for  the  suppoiT  of  theGosp(d  and  Connnon  ?Sc]iools, 
In  May  1795^  this  approj)riation  was  so  far  niotfi- 
fied  as  to  limit  its  benelitsto  Connnon  ftchoof-;. 

NoTJ-:  II.  p.  In  respect  to  some  of  llie  points 
mentioned  in  the  text,  there  will  donl.»tless  be  a 
dinercnce  of  opinion.  The  author  has  exi)ressed 
the  >  iews,  which  alter  nmcli  incpiiry  of  the  aiied, 
and  a  considerable  examination  of  aiiciern  docu- 
ments, appear  to  him  most  aiireeablti  to  trutli. 

Let  it  be  admitted,  that  irrelia^ion  and  vice  ai'e 
more  c»pen  and  hold  and  acti\^e  than  th{.\y  forjnerly 
were.  It  must  also  be  adirfitted  that  virt ue  and  re- 
ligion arc  more  decided,  energetic  and  fruitlid^ 
Every  thing  is  free  ami  vohmlary  at  the  present 
day.  Restraints  are  taken  olf,  and  all  in  respect 
to  nnjrals  and  religion,  aie  lefi  to  walk  in  the  ways 
of  their  hearls  and  m  da^  sight  of  their  (jyes.  The 
consequence  is,  society  is  divided  into  two  great 
classes, — those;  ^y]\o  are  moral  and  religious  from 
lfrincij)Je^  and  those  who  resist  the  control  of  pj'in" 


ciple  and  li\  e  and  acl.  in  disro^a]'*!  oi'  (icx)  jmd  dn 
ly.  And  oin*  judgmenl  in  ies|)cct  to  the  pi'cr^cni 
stale  of  society,  coinpared  \\illi  wliat  it  was  liU}" 
years  ai^o,  w^ill  vai'y  aeeDi-dinu"  a.s  we  dii'eet  cui 
\ie\v  to  one  or  the  oUu-r  ol"  these  ehe^ses.  EvW 
uboniids  ;  it  is,  in  some  re,-'.|)ev't<,  [H'enhaily  I'll'e 
and  \  irnlenl.  l)u(  gooil  also  abound^,  and  is.  1  be- 
lieve, }  early  i^ainini^  irronnd  and  rising*  to  a  liiuber 
tone  of  erd(M'prise  and  action.  It'  it  Ijc  not  so., 
of  wliat  use  is  die  innnense  increase  ol'  reliuious 
books,  and  of reli<i,ious  reiidini;',  which  di^tinlj;uir^lles 
our  day,  and  of  tlic  inuhi])lied  eiVorts  to  diffuse  llie 
inlluence  of  truth  and  piety  anioni;-  all  classes  of  the 
connnunity,  and  ibroui^h  the  world 

No  rn  I.  p.  GG.  Thelirst  ne\\  spa|)er  published  in 
(Connecticut  was  the  (vonnecticut  (ia/ette,  at  New 
Maven,  Jan.  1,  1755,  by  James  l^rrker.  This  w^as 
contiinied  but  a  sliort  i)eriotL  The  second,  called  the 
New  London  (or  Conneciicnt)  (gazette,  u  iis  first 
j)ublished  at  Nxmv  London,  by  Timothy  CifMjn,  in 
IvoS.  The  thiid,  is  the  C'Onnecticut  C'ouranl, 
fii'st  |)ublished  at  Hartford,  by  'i'humas  (ireen,  in 
107 L— ^iass.  Hist.  Coll.  vol.  i\  :  ^(k 

The  lii-st  printin:-:  pi'c^s  erected  in  New  J'jiulan»L 
^vas  set  II})  in  Candu'iduc  !()•>!).  The  iirst  ihinii; 
which  was  printed  ^vas  the  lieenjan's  oath  ;  the 
next  A\  as  an  Almanac  made  ibr  New  England  ;  the 
next  was  the  i^salms  newly  tinned  into  metre- 

) 
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The  last  tliiiii^-  wliicli  Irssued  iVom  this  pre^^s,  wa-i 
llie  second  edilioM  ot'  i:!lliot'."s  Indian  ]]il)le,  in  1085. 
Some  rcli(|ues  of  lln^  ])rcss,  ii  is  said,  were  in  use 
a  re\v  years  .siiK-c.  in  the  ja-iiil ini^' oihee  at  \\hndsor, 
'V^eniiuiih     i>i:,:-s.  iiist.  Ccdi.  vol7  :  19. 


The  foUowini^  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons holding  land  in  Hartford,  in  Fehruary  1639. 
At  that  time  it  appears  that  all  tlic  lands  of  the  In- 
liahitants  were  rueorded  in  a  hook,  and  ^vc  have 
every  reason  to  sn[)[)0se  this  to  he  a  perfect  list. 
The  ancient  orthography  is  retained. 


John  Hayes 
Edward  1 1 o])ki us 
Oeorge  AVilles 
Thomas  \V\']1:-, 
John  W'ehster 
U'illiam  Why linue 
William  Coodw  ing 
William  AVestwood 
Thomas  Root 
Nicholas  ( )lmstead 
John  Mainard 
Nathaniel  l]arden 
Thomas  Upson 
Ralph  Keeler 
Richard  Wehh 


John  Crow^ 
Nicholas  Clerk 
William  J>iith:r 
Nadianiel  Richards 
Thomas  J.ord,  sen. 
]]enjamln  r\ninn 
A nd I'cw  Wai  ner 
Thomas  Scott 
A\'iHiam  Pantry 
A\'iniam  liusco 
John  Taylriiiitt 
Richard  Goodman 
Matthe\v  ^Tnrvin 
'rimothy  Standly 
Edward  Stel)hins 


NOTES. 


Jolin  Pratt 

John  Brunsun 

William  Parker 

William  Wadswor 

John  ])iildell 

Wtephen  Uarl 

lloberl  Day 

Zaeharlah  Field 

Thomas  Birchwood 

James  Cole 

Richard  Lord 

John  (vlerke 

Thomas  ^-^tandly 

Jolm  Baysee 

Nicholas  Disborow 

Jerem}'  iVdams 

William  Kelsey 

Thomas  Bunc(i 

Matthew  Allen 

John  IN  foodie 

Nathaniel  Ely 

Josej)h  Eason 

Thomas  Spenser,  Sei'gi.  John  Barnard 

at  Armes. 

John  Willcock 

JohnPurchas 

James  Ensine 

Robert  Wade 

John  Hopkins 

Ozias  Good  win g 

Stephen  Post 

Ricliard  Seamor 

Thomas  Bull 

William  Phillips 

Francis  Andrews 

Daniel  Garrad 

Andrew  l)acon 

Benjamin  Burr 

William  Hide 

Thomas  J^arns 

Arthur  Smith 

John  Morris 

Ge()ri!;e  Graves 

John  Gennings 

John  Ohiistead 

John  Warner 

Richard  Olmsted 

William  Ileaton 

Th(tmas  [>hi5S,  sen 

Tliomas  Woodford 

Richard  l>utler 

William  Pratt 

AN'illiam  llolton 

William  Lewis 

Willian^  llilU 
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c_i(jorg"c  liubljiird 

^Villiiiiii  C  oriiw  cll. 

Hk". Iiui'd  Iii'>lcY 

.1  uiiics  V\  a!\  clcy 

0 1  Ic^ s    1 1 1 1 1 }  1 

Iticliurd  (  liurcli 

1  llOlllLlS  Sell  it'll 

'i'liouiLis  ^St ill  1  toil 

ItU'liiircl  J jy iiiciu 

KT'Cih  vji  1  aiiL 

mj 1 1 1 1  > »  1 1 n  c 

J 4 OIK  I  L  IJ  Jl  I  lull 

tjdward  iLilincr 

riiuiiViUS  ( )siiicr 

George  Slo(  IvJii 

Joliii  Arnold 

"^J  lionias  Cridlciy 

J  aiii  1  ccMv. 

SS  illuuu  AV  c^sllcy  ' 

»T  IIIIlUII   1)  1  H  1 11  111- 111 

1 1  I  L  1  Kl  1  «.  1       »  T    tU.  I  b 

V^TlLlJ,UI  V     >»  lllClLUll 

J  U 1 1 1 1  kZj  I  U 1 1 C 

»SuMii  K;t  Stone 

i>  d U  1  tl I U CI     T  V  tl  1 11 

TT  nil  am  loULnoLi 

liioiiitis  lloolvcr 

G«cori2,x>  K^tcclc 

Jolui  Pcil'CC 

lijiUv^cird  Ijtty 

Wilhciin  Oibbins 

joiin  V  unci 

»Tolin  >*^lviiHicr 

(Hciinucd  \A  idvcniciii 

N  U 1 1 11 1 1 1 R'  1  i  V  C 1 1  (3  U'  Ijj'  0 

AV  idow  liicliLirdri 

JuiiiL'^s  C)li  1  i^^tcud. 

J)oi"0lll(3  C/licstcr 

T  J 10 II J  as  J  add 

Clcinciit  Cliaplin^^' 

T(Ual,  1:27. 
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